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Lessons for February 3 in this Issue 


International Uniform, 5.—What Israel Learned at 
Sinai. Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuter- 
onomy 4: 32-40 . 


Whole Bible, 18—The Nine Plagues: Exodus 5-10. 
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his death he was able to clothe them in the shining 
raiment of his own righteousness. And. for his won- 
derful death they joy rather than grieve, since by > 
ing he destroyed him who had the power of death. 
Who will ge to the sad Peruvian tribe to tell them 
that the King who outranks their great Inca has made 
resurrection certain, and that they may henceforth 
wear white in exchange for their garments of heavi- 
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is carried on after the plan of the late George Miiller 
at Bristol, Eng.; an account appeared in The Sunday 
School Times of January 12 under the title, “When 
Friedenshort was Between Two Armies.” Sister 
Annie defines what a “spiritual squint” is — “one eye 
on the Lord and the other on some benefactor”! She 
gives illustrations of this peril out of their own expe- 
rience. It is so easy to think that God is going to 
do for us the way he did last year, or to keep on us- 
ing some friend to help pe go that we forget that he 
is very versatile in both hig riches and his administra- 
tion of them. He wants us to look 
his methods or his messengers. 








ET advertising speak to you—if it is good ad- 
vertising—concerning the news of needed things. 


This paper means to offer no advertising to its read- 
efs that is not’ worthy of a hearing. 





unto Him, not unto 


I Have Set the Lord 


I have set the Lord Before me, (Pa: 16; &-) 
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cg fai oF The Call of Disaster 


See onern: Why does God permit swift, terrible disaster? 
brasfecrser ae ae teach Thy ont aesater <aeevens oo judement are pcouye to-day 
a ere ai, 5 - than ever ore. answer may be given in two 
OEE GigG Far iy CHO PONS Has Enowh snd bene, facts:-man’s singand God’s love. A consecrated mis- 
sionary in Japan, a warm friend of the Times, writes 
about the earthquake there: “One has reason to won- 
der how many will be faithful to God im this crisis. 
There are preachers in this country who are already 
; raising their voices and declaring it blasphemy to say 
I set Thy prayers between my doubts and me, that God exercised any power at all over this- earth- 
That so my faith shall fail not, but abide, quake, and from the pulpit are assuring every one 
Though tired and tested sore; that shield shall serve that all their relatives and friends are now safe and 
’ All fiery darts to quench or turn aside. at rest with their Heavenly Father. One of the fac- 


ulty of a theological college in a large mission school, 
I set Thy strength between my foes and me, whom I heard preach two Sundays after the earth- 
_And walk, so guarded, panoplied aud girt, : 
Throu 


r seen and unseen, unafraid; “ 
Through flames unscorched and raging waves un- 


beet Thy cross between my sins and me, 
‘That.so their shadow darken not my days, 

Nor rob my ts of rest. Thy blood blots out 
The long ent from my shrinking gaze. 


I set Thy thoughts between my thoughts and me, 
The calm pure visions of Thy holy mind, 
Till nothing that disturbs me or defiles, GENTLEMAN was recently speaking in con- 
Into my heart or soul can entrance find. versation about a winter which he had to spend 
years ago in. a°country town in Connecticut. In 
the house where he took up‘his quarters there was noth- 
ing in the way of books except a case full of dusty 
and ancient religious magazines. The prospect. was 
not alluririg to one Who. had néver bees far from fresh 
books. But this beimg the situation, he said he deter- 
mined to make the most of it and plunged in. And 
all his after years, he said, owed quite as much of 
inspiration to those old bound magazines as to any 
other one resource. which ever came his way. For it 
was through them that he found John Wesley, and 
When Two Kings Died filled himeelt ame Westey, aid ‘lind slerigs been 
Really. great men may be remembered long after DI€ to Jook at things: with more confidence just 
their death, but it is rare to hear of their being Cause of him. ~The serenity and the victory and the 
mourned over for long. But there is at least one in- Vitality of that am career always came to his 
stance. Howard B. Dinwiddie, General Secretary of id when Christianity was involved in some new con- 
the Pioneer Mission Agency, has recently returned flict, and-he said that he did not think it ever looked 
from a survey in the Amazon Valley in the interest fairer than im those years when Wesley was refresh- 
of giving the Gospel to the long-neglected Indian tribes ing the face of the earth with the Gospel of Jesus 
there. 5 Peru, Mr. Dinwiddie came in contact with Christ. ‘ : 
an ancient tribe, every member of whom, old folks _ He went.on to tell of bits of the story which always 
and children, wore black in mourning for the last influenced him, saying that probably every other lover 
Inca, whose reign ended after the Spanish invasion in of Wesley had another set of bits which he liked. He 
1531. Another king was put to death longer ago than called this collection of favorite facts his Wesley 
the dethronement of Peru’s Incas. His adherents are Anthology. A geod of a worrser himself, he 
constantly thinking back to his death, but im remem- said he knew that-he had a thousand times taken the 
brance of it they wear white rather than black. By 


I set Thy self between my self and me, 
And losing mine, Thy life abundant gain; 

Take Thy sufficiency for my deep need, 
And to Thy perfect stature so attain. 
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edge off his anxiousness by- that remark of Wesley’s- 


quake, said he could not believe that this disaster was 
connected in any way with judgment, as such a ver- 
dict was contrary to all ideas of progress. He never 
mentioned the subject of sin in the great modern 
cities; his whole discourse seemed a complete travesty 
on the Word of God, leaving his audience quite free 
to create a god of their own imaginations.” ‘The mis- 
sionary who writes, like many other true children of 
God among both the missionaries and the Japanese 
Christians, sees plainly that the earthquake was God’s 
judgment on sin. But he adds #he important and 
Scriptural word that our Lord’s saying might be para- 
phrased to read, “Suppose ye that these Japanese and 
foreigners of Tokyo, Yokohama, and other districts 
were sinners above all the Japanese and foreigners in 
Kobe, Osaka, and elsewhere, because they suffered 
such things? I tell you, Nay, but except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish.” 


a 
The Sin of Christian Science 


Christian Science depersonalizes God. It tells us 
that God is Mind or Principle.. Logically, therefore 
it depersonalizes the Second Coming of Christ, an 
the Holy Spirit himself. In a recent issue of the 
Christian Science Sentinel a writer says: “Christian 
Science is the Second Coming of. Christ: it is the 
Comforter, which Jesus promised would come again, 
when he said, ‘But the Comforter; which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom ‘the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all § to your 


o»” 
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ciples. was that he must “be killed” (Matt. 16: 21). 


' Christiai Science ‘says that Jestis never diéd. 


men think they had killed the body! . .. his dis- 
ciples believed Jesus to be dead while he was hidden 
in the sepulcher, whereas he was alive.” Again, Chris- 
tian Science “interprets” Paul’s inspired word so that 
it reads, “When we were enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the Leounion death of his Son.” In other 
words, this new “Comforter,” or Christian Science, 
instead of bringing to remembrance our Lord’s words, 
gives the lie to Christ and the Word of God. And, 
depersonalizing also the Holy Spirit, it says that this 
modern false system of religion itself is the Holy 
Ghost. Surely this would seem to come perilously 
near to what our Lord calls that “blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost,” which “shall not be forgiven unto 
men... neither in this world, neither in the world 
to come,” . 


_A Little Anthology of John Wesley 


that he had never known: what it was to have fifteen 
minutes’ depression of spirits. So far beyond any 
experience of his own was it that there seemed some- 
thing godlike about it, and it never failed to calm 
him in some degree. What manner of man was this 
who could speak after such a fashion out of a turbu- 
lent. time? There was ¢értainly a great calm in 
Wesley. His very countenance was a benediction, the 
tones of hig yoice were gentle, the action ef his mind 
was such«as not to confuse and complicate, and no- 
body ever had to come away from Wesley saying, as 
even a very sympathetic listener once said on coming 
away from one of Bishop. Westcott’s sermons: 
“Christianity cannot be as difficult as Westcott makes 
it out to be.” : 

It was rather cheering, too, when the magnitude 
of Wesley’s labors was such as to stagger and dis- 
courage even the best of ‘workers to hear Dr. John; 
son saying that Wesley was one of the slowest work- 
ers he ever saw in his life. Apparently “it was dogged 
that did it.”. There was none of that speed which we 
have almost come to worship and no pride in the 
bulk that stood to his credit. Seemingly he was like 
another Oxford Christian who said he never worked 
hard, but he worked all the time. So when quite in 
despair about himself, this Wesley enthusiast would al- 
ways take heart of grace again, knowing that at least 
he could work. faster than Wesley. J 

For every desperate situation where it almost 
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seemed as if religion were dead there would come 
up that picture of Bishop Butler, the author of “The 
Analogy,” after his long life of serving the Christian 
faith, “sitting oppressed _in his castle; with hard!v a 
hope of surviving... . For when John Wesley begai 
his unparalleled apostolate he sounded a trum in 
Zion.” The great bishop brooding in his castle and 
thinking all was over, and not observing this man 
who, out among populations sometimes almost 
unhuman, was touching their hearts by the simplest 
means, had always seemed to him perhaps the most 
dramatic and impressive illustration of how 
brings a dreary time to an end and renews the face 
of the earth. 

Wesley was so annoyed by fretting that once he 
was prompted to say that he thought it was worse 
than swearing, which puts quite a new look on this 
“vice of the virtuous.” No man ever had more 
reason to fret, if there is ariy reason, than John Wes- 
ley, with a parish reaching from one end of England 
to the other, and with a vast educational work going 
on all the time besides. But he was imnperturbable 
amid delays and setbacks. 

And then he had positive hardihood, of which our 
modern man would be ashamed, in resolutely “never 
laying out for himself more than he could do.” 
Think of that! It takes one’s breath away. “Never 
laying out more than he could do. ‘Why, we feel dis- 
graced if we don’t. With all England waiting for 
him to arrive, what could they have thought of such a 
man? Just what they did think,—that -he would 
surely get there. Wesley did not set quite the same 
value on nervous prostration as a sign of earnestness 
that we do, and thought there was still much to be 
said for quietness and confidence. And of course in 
sixty-six years of ministry one can accomplish much 
if quietness and confidence can always be counted 
upon. Even two years of that kind of ministry might 
make quite a mark. 

As quietly as all else in his life there had come the 
conviction that there were “new things far 
Church in this land.” The conviction came without 
noise or racket or excitement. The man who had 
totally failed in Georgia went right on to succeed in 
England, as if it were the normal next step. It may 
be wondered if a new era ever began in a more 
matter-of-fact way. And it was well on its way. be- 
fore people knew it was there af all. Would that 
we would step out upon an advance in our -own 
livés with as calm an assurance of being helped 
a and with as little machinery as John Wesley 
use ; 

It is pleasant to see him sitting within on one of 
his journeyings while ten thousand are waiting 
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outside clamoring to hear him. It is one of the 
times when he is, or feels himself to be, quite empty. 
Most men are in a panic at such a condition, but 
Wesley could be empty and unruffied. He had noth- 
ing to say, was all talked out, but he was genial 
about it, and, instead of being obsessed by his in- 
adequacy, chose to dwell rather on the warmth and 
affection of those waiting thousands and the fact 
that such affection must have something done for it. 
And, going out to give them what he has, it all turns 
out very well. He seems to have been the coolest 
warm-hearted man who ever lived, 

Probably no Englishman ever knew so many of his 
fellow-countrymen as Wesley. Dickens, kind ob- 
server of his kind, never could have touched with a 
thousandth part of the types with whom Wesley 
met, and had literature been his field the world 
would be richer for endless pictures of personality. 
The rich and comfortable country squire who enter- 
tained him on one of his vast preaching tours can 
still produce in us a wholesome sense of shame by one 
remark he made to this missionary. A good deat ill 
at ease with the easy Wesley, among all his comforts, 
he positively lighted up with a little false self-respect 
when. the fireplace smoked a good deal,.and he said, 
as if to redeem himself, “Ah, sir, you see that is one 
of my crosses,” ‘ 

And in times when some people are much more 
eager to state Christianity reasonably than they are to 
propagate it, it is comforting to think how little 
novel or peculiar there was in his way of going to 
work. Any man might have taken Wesley’s favorite 
texts, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because 


‘he hath appointed me to preach the Gospel to the 


poor,” “I will heal their backslidings,” which Arch- 
deacon Wilberforce said he liked to preach on about 
every five years, “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters,” “We love him because he first 
loved us,” “The Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins.” Some provision or promise of the 
Gospel was his favorite resource. _When a religious 
man comes to be more effective he generally finds that 
he might just as well have done what he is doing 
any time during the last ten years. 

So it was that an enforced and somewhat reluctant 
winter’s reading of long ago had kept one man always 
in touch with the warmth and power of the Gospel, 
and in times of coldness,he could always betake him- 
self to John Wesley, and see it all again through 
Wesley’s. eyes,- and feel it afresh through Wesley’s 
loving warmth. And when years later he came to 
know England itself, it seemed to him that Wesley’s 
trail was still the freshest across that land which had 
been marked by so many spiritual adventures. 





When Old Bones are Discovered , 


_ Every little while the newspapers tell us of the 
discovery of old bones, somewhere on the surface of 


the globe, which scientists hail as indicating the exist- ~ 


ence Of man 15,000, or 50,000, or 500,000 years ago. 
The exact number of tens of thousands of years is 
immaterial, provided only it greatly antedates the 
Bible record of the creation of man some 6,000 years 


ago. 

In The Sunday School Times of December 22 a 
newspaper dispatch concerning recent excavations at 
Solutre, in France, purporting to have brought to 


light skeletons of “three Cro-Magnon men,” showing ; 


“the physical characteristics of man 15,000 years ago,” 
was discussed in Notes on Open Letters by the well 
known geologist Professor George McCready Price. 
The dispatch was shown to be pure evolutionary. pro 
aganda, which means that there is no really scientific 
evidence here, but only a hypothesis, which is another 
word for “guess.” The same issue of the Times an- 
nounced an article by Professor Price, which has since 
appeared, in the issue of December 20, discussing the 
question, “Is Man Millions of Years Old?” 

_A pastor who has made a special study of Evolu- 
tion has now written a letter to the Times which is 
wort of thoughtful consideration by Christian 

ple. his pastor put the Times family under obliga- 
tion last summer, in his memorable series of articles 
in the issues of June 30, July 7, 14, and 21, “Rastus 
Augustus ’Splains Evolution,” giving an imaginary 
dialogue between an old colored man and woman which 
keenly hit off the fallacies and unscientific and unscri 
tural character of the guesses of evolution. The 
writer. is the Rev. B. H: Shadduck, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Rogers, Ohio. His letter follows: 


I note in The Sunday School Times the inquiry as to 
pre-Adamic races, by “An Ontario Reader.” Also that 
Professor George McCready Price. is to write on. the 
age of man. I shall eagerly watch for this. (It has 
since appeared in the Times of December ag). 

It. seems to me that in the wording of these. questions 


we give an undue advantage to those who would discredit 
the -book of Genesis. Whatever creatures may have 
lived before Adam that may have been something: like 
him in bone and habits of life, there is no need to 
assume that they were men. In teaching the Bible, I 
do not concede that there were man-like creatures; but 
if were, it in no way discredits the story . of 


Genesis. 


The first verse of Genesis 3 describes some creature 
called Nachash that “was more svbtil than any beast 
of the field.” This creature was able to converse with 
Eve, and I think it is fair to presume that such abil- 
ity to speak occasioned no surprise to either Adam 
or Eve. There is no hint as to the form of this crea- 
ture except that aftor the curse it took serpent form. 
While I do not assume that it was a man-like -crea- 
‘ture, neither can I see how any one can be sure that 
it was not. 


‘ In the sixth chapter of Genesis there was a sad mix- 
ing of races or beings that greatly angered and grieved 
God. I know of three widely diferent expositions of 
this puzzling fragment of history, and no one of them 
is wholly convincing. Whoever these visitors or neigh- 
bors were, it is said, “The Nephilim were in the earth 
in those days, and also after that . The Revised 
Version does not undertake to translate Nephilim. We 
are accustomed to the old translation of “giants,” which 
seems not to fit at all, because the writer describes 
the Nephilim as living “in those days”. and giants are - 
peculiar to no Bible period. The notes in the Compan- 
ion Bible identify these with the “Rephaim” wrongly 
translated “deceased” in Isaiah 26:14, where they ‘are 
excluded from the resurrection. . 

While I freely concede that the evidence is not suffi- 
cient for a claim that the Bible does teach that man- 
like creatures, which were not men, lived in ancient 
times, yet it does seem sufficient to enable Bible lovers 
to say to the bone discoverers: “If your bones ante- 
date Adam, they are not the bones of men. They could 
be bones of Nachash, or Nephilim, or anything else that 
the Bible does not name.” & 


Another notable article exposing the wildly imagin- 
ative “findings” of science, as originally published in 
The Sunday School Times, may be had-in pamphlet 
form under the title “How Missing Links are Made,” 


JANUARY 19, 1924 


by William Evans, D.D. This pamphlet brings to- 
gether facts that will amaze most people, as to the 
imaginary and impossible specimens of “ape-men” that 
are brought together in our Museums of Natural 
History and there exhibited to school children and 
older folks as though they were proved facts of sci- 
entific discovery. (This pamphlet may be had from 
The Sunday School Times mpany at 40 cents a 
dozen copies, $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each, postpaid.) 
Among notable articles to appear in The Sunday 
School Times during the new year is a brilliant study 
written by Philip Mauro, showing “Why Evolution 
is a Religious Dogma.” People are talking much, to- 
day, about not letting religion or the Bible interfere 
with the true findings of science, but many have failed 
to recognize that it is just because men rebel against 
the Word of God and the truth about their own sin- 
fulness and their need of the blood Gospel of a 
Saviour, that they have made evolution their own re- 
ligion.” And the end thereof is death. _ 
The_concluding article in the brilliant series by. the 
Hon. William Jennings Bryan, now appearing in: the 
Times, will show in a way hitherto unsuspected even 
by-many Christian ple how inseparably. related to 
the denials of the n 
is the whole subject of “The Origin of. Man.” 


: we 
Shall We Know Our 
Loved Ones in Heaven? : 


A dear friend and myself cannot agree on a question, 
and will appreciate it if you will give an opinion. 
believe that we shall surely know our loved ones when - 
we get to Heaven; she does not believe ‘we shall. 

The only Scripture she gives for her belief is Mat- 
thew 22:30, where our Lord says that “in the resur- 
rection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, 
but are as the angels of God in heaven.” 

I contend that, being as angels of God, we shall still 
know each other. Moses and Elijah on the mountain 
on that wonderful day when Jesus was transfigured 
were still Moses and Elijah,‘ though they had long 
been in Heaven; and the rich man recognized Lazarus © 
the beggar when he saw him afar off in Abraham's - 
bosom. Would not these and other passages indicate 
that we do not lose our identity, though we do have - 
our new and glorified bodies? | 

I believe that knowing our leved ones will be one of 
the great joys we shall experience in heaven. My 
friend says that we- shall be so changed we will never 
give that a thought. I have many dear ones in heaven, 
including my mother and my dear husband; and not to 
know, them would be like having lost them forever. 
That is a thought I cannot bear, and since my friend 
has voiced her sentiments I have some very sad hours. 
Please give your opinion, and it will be very thank- 
fully’ received—A Lonély Sister. 


There is not a syllable in the. Bible that indicates, 
directly or indirectly, that those who are saved will 
not know their: saved loved ones in Heaven. There 


is much Scripture that indicates that the renewal of, 


the dear, familiar fellowships with loved ones will be 
one of the joys of eternity -in the presence of the Lord- 


When the inspired apostle wrote to the Thessalon 


ian Christians that they should “sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope,” concerning those of their 
loved ones who had already died ile trusting “in 
Jesus as Saviour, he said: “For. if* we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” And ‘he 
concluded that wonderful fourth chapter of 1 Thessa- 
lonians with the joyous words, after describing the 
great reunion of loved ones with each other at the 
coming of the Lord, “Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.” It is impossible to believe that 
Paul was offering as a comfort the thought that this 
reunion with loved ones in the presence of Christ 
would be a time when none of us would know any of 
our loved ones! RS é 

Some one has well said, in answer to this question 
which so strangely seems to trouble various children 
of God from time to time: “I don’t think we shall 
have less sense in Heaven than we have on earth!” 


That is a commonsense answer to the question, and ' 


an answer which agrees with the Scriptures. 

The Scriptural facts set down in this “lonely sister’s” 
letter are sound evidence that recognition of loved 
ones, in reunion with them, will be one of the bless- 
ings of eternity. 

The mere fact that there will be no marrying in 
Heaven has no bearing on the question. Marriage is 
an institution ordained of God for earthly relation- 
ships. ;Many other earthly institutions will be done 
away in Heaven. But there is recognition of human 


in Heaven. 


beings on earth without marriage; and there will be’ ~ 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What is the Gospel?” gives the 


essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man - 


in the street” and every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,’ “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,” “The Vic- 
torious Life” (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
i Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 
cts.). 


ristian faith made by Modernism ~ 
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| : Was Jesus God, or an Impostor ? 


There is no third alternative: possible 











~ amen Seaman 
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By William Jennings Bryan 
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years the deity of Christ has been the corner 

stone of the Christian Church, it may seem 
strange to the readers that they need consider at this 
time the question: Was Christ God, or just a man? But 
é€ven a casual perusal of the pages of the religious 
press — not to s of the secular press — will con- 
vince one that the issue between these two views of 
the Saviour is a very vital one. , There are in nearly 
all of the evangelical churches members, and even 
ministers —not many, but a few— who openly reject 
orthodox teachings in regard to Christ’s personality. 
Besides those who boldly dissent, there is a still larger 
group of timid doubters who cling to the orthodox 
terms but give these terms an interpretation which 
destroys their meaning. Be ; 

Take, for instance, the word “divinity,” as used in 
describing the supernatural element of Christ. Until 
recent years, one claiming to believe in the divinity of 
Christ would be accepted without question as a-real 
worshiper of ‘the Master. But in recent times some who 
regard Christ as merely a good man and a great 
teacher, but entirely human, acclaim his divinity, ex- 
in the sense in which all 
men have something of divinity in them. The inter- 
pretation which they give to the word “divinity”. robs 
Christ of his-lordship and makes him differ from men 
in general only in the degree to which he approached 
the perfection of the Heavenly Father. ; 

This, of course, opens the way to as many different 
valuations of him as there are members of the dis- 
senting class. According to the extent of their own 
apostasy and the courage with which they announced 


Wee one considers that, for nineteen hundred 


their views, Christ has been described as “the perfect - 


” 66 


man,” “the most: perfect man,” “a man of rare virtue,” 
“an extraordinary man for his time,” “a teacher of 
repute,” and the like. - 
once a follower of Christ departs from the 
highest. conception of the, Master, there is. no logical 
stopping place until he reaches an entire repudiation 
of Christ as a. supernatural being. The only. knowl- 
edge we have of Christ isfound in the Bible, anda 


rejection of the Bible’s description of Christ invali-: 


dates’ the authority ‘of every’ mentiori of Christ-and of 
every quotation from his words. One does not care ‘to 
be guilty of an absurdity, and yet it is an absurdity 
to say, as some do, in substance: “While the Bible 
writers falsify the record of Christ’s birth and Son- 
ship; still I am willing to believe certain quotations 
from what Christ is reported to have said and, relying 
for my information upon these discredited authorities, 
I am inclined to think that Christ said some things 
which commend themselves to our judgment and are, 
therefore, wise.” Of what value is such an endorse- 
_ment. of Christ? state : 

A few have been frarik enough to carry their logic 
to its ultimate conclusion and classify Christ with or- 
dinary men—even below many men prominent in 
history. For instance, the Rev. S. D. McConnell, 
D.D., -D., D.C.L., a minister of. the Episcopal 
Church, has recently published a book entitled, “Con- 
fessions of an Old Priest,” in which he denies that 
Christ was born of a virgin, that he spoke words of 
supernatural knowledge impossible for other men, 
healed lepers, restored palsied limbs, gave sight to the 
blind, raised the .dead, or himself ascended from the 
tomb. He even goes so far as to say, “To the great 
treasure of human knowledge, it ‘cannot be said that 
he [Jesus] added anything. . . . In science, litera- 
ture, government, economics, he seems to have been 
upon the same level as the average uneducated man 
of his time. ... He EE no counsel as to the right 
ordering of human affairs. He offers no cure or re- 
adjustment.” Proceeding, he asks, “Was he good?” 


and answers as follows: “As an example to copy, his- 


manner of life will not serve. ... It does not furnish 
the material. .... I was driven to confess to myself 
that his teachings ... not only could not but ought 
_not to be followed.” Dr. McConnell thinks that the 
goal to which religion would seem to be moving is a 
church “freed from bondage to history, untrammeled 
by Scripture.” 
What a Post-Mortem Reveals 

This minister has said publicly what many preachers 
and professing Christians say privately while they 
are accumulating the courage necessary to enable them 
to defy criticism and break with former religious as- 
sociates, As a post-mortem examination often reveals 
diseases that were not suspected during the life of 
the decea so confessions, after the repudiation of 
religion, often disclose an attitude of mind and heart 
that was concealed from the public for many years. 
It is easy to understand why one would hesitate to 
distress religious associates until his doubts became 
stronger than his former convictions, and it is also 
easy to respect the honesty of heart of those “who 
prefer to endure ¢riticism and the loss of Christian 


A “liberal” clergyman of the Episcopal Church, 
Dr. Robert Norwood of Philadelphia, is recently 
reported to have said to a large Bible class, “1 
myself am more concerned with the character of 
Jesus and its relations to men, than I am with his 
place as the Second Person of the Trinity.” 

The weekly calendar of a Congregational church 
in Massachusetts has quoted the following, from 
President A; P. Fitch: “So far as 1 know; no first 
rate theologian in the Christian Church has ever 
identified Jesus of Nazareth with Deity.” 

. Chief Justice Taft of the United States 


It is: sadly evident-that “ 
is one of “ 








fellowship rather than profess what they do not be- 
lieve; but it is not so easy to excuse those who con- 
tinue to call themselves Christians after they have 
rejected: all that is essential in Christianity, and still 
more difficult to: justify those who attempt to deny to 
a majority of the- chur " 
the right to determifie-the’church’s position on matters 
of doctrines. ‘.- i ‘ SBT de as 


As the Watchman-Examiner said in a' recent‘ edi-" : 


torial: “The Bible and the Bible only can settle the 
questions at issue. Let Fundamentalists and Liberals 
come forth to battle armed with their Bibles.” 
Scripture Declares Christ’s Deity 

The Bible, from ‘inning to end, teaches the deity 
of Christ. In the Old Testament, his coming is fore- 
told and his divine character is plainly announced. 
Seven hundred years before his_incarnation, Isaiah 
said, “He shall be called Mighty God, The everlasting 
Father”; adding, “Of the increase of his government 
and peace there shall be no end.” Isaiah describes also 
the substitutionary atonement of the promised Messiah. 

Matthew announces the virgin birth of Jesus, who 
was to “save his people from their sins.” Luke de- 
scribes in greater detail the conception of Jesus by 

“the Holy Ghost and says that “of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” mes 

The Gospel of John begins: “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God..... . And the Word was made flesh and 
dwelt amgng men.” e 

We are also told that “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him might not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). 

John describes him as “The only begotten of the 
Father” (John 1:14). 

Paul describes Christ as “God manifest in the flesh” 
(1-Tim. 3:16). Paul also says of Christ: 

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God. But made himseif of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: And being. found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; And that every tongue should confess 


that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of Ged the Father 


(Phil. 2: 7-11). } 


Again the great apostle says: “For it pleased: the 
a that in him should all fulness dwell” (Col. 
1:19). 

And, “In: him dwelfeth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily” (Col. 2:9). 

Christ laid claim to power that only God. could 

ssess. In John’s Gospel we read: “Jesus_answered, 

our father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he 
saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, 
Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast. thou. seen 
Abraham? Jesus said’ unto them, Verily, verily, I-say 








‘ch — avery: large majority +-" ' say unto you, The 


-~, Before Abraham was, I AM” (John 8: 
50-56). 

Here we have his own declaration as to his exist- 
ence with the Father before he took upon himself the 
form of man and offered himself a sacrifice for the 
sins of mankind. 

At. the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, the 
people recognized that he spoke “as one having author- 
ity, and not as the scribes.” This assumption of au- 
thority. was manifest in all his utterances. From the 
very beginning, he not only spoke with authority, but 
he exercised authority, driving the money changers 
out of the temple because they had made his Father’s 
house “a den of thieves”; casting out devils and rebuk- © 
ing the devilish in man, as when he brought an in- 
dictment against those who “devour widows’ houses 
and for a pretense make long prayer§.” 

Christ and God Identical 

He not only declared his pre-existence with the 
Father, but. identified himself even more intimately 
with the Father, saying, “I and my Father are one 
(John 10:30). And again: “That ye may know, and 
believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him” (John 
10: 38). We have his word for it that he revéaled 
the Heavenly Father to man: 


If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father 
also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. | 
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long 
time: with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? 
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? Believest thou 
not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the 
words that I speak unto you I speak.not of myself: but 
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me 
(John 14 :-7-11). 

Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he. not only had broken the sabbath, but said also 
that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, 
Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 
doeth, these ‘also doeth the Son likewise. 

For the Father ‘loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater 
works than these, that ye may marvel. 

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son: 

That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour 
the Father, He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not 
the Father which hath sent him (John 5 : 17-23). 


That he has power to forgive sin is proved in 
Luke 5, verse 25: 

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power 
upon earth to forgive sins, (he saith unto the sick of the 
palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, 
and go into thine house. And immediately he rose up be- 
fore them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed 
to his own house, glorifying God. 


The omniscience of Christ is declared by Paul: “In 
whom. are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge” (Col. 2:3). , 
is immutability is asserted: “Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and to-day, and forever” (Heb. 13:8). 

That Christ is to be the Judge of all, in heaven as 
well as on earth, is the testimony of Paul: “For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” 
(2-Cor. 5:10). 

And also: “The Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom” (2cim. 4:1). 

He is to be worshiped as God: “Let all the angels 
of God worship him” (Heb. 1:6). 

Christ is to be glorified as God: 


To him be glory both now and for ever (2 Peter 3: 18). 


With.all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both their’s and ours (1 Cor. 1 : 2). 


The dead: will rise at his call: * 


Verily, verily, I say un(™you, The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shi hear the voice of the Son of 
God; and they that hear shall live. 

All a are in the graves shall hear his voice (John 5: 
25, 28). 


Peter, in reply to the question, “Whom say ye that 
I am?” answers, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God”; to which the Saviour approvingly re- 
joins, “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven.” 

The church’s commission —incomparably the great- 
est commission ever issued to any organization — could 
only have been antiounced by one of the Trinity. 

AMl power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
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name of the Father, and of the Son, and. of the Holy. Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and lo, Iam with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world (Matt. :28 : 18-20). . 


These words were uttered by our crucified and risen 
Lord. He had passed through a sham trial and had 
been treated with a contempt seldom, if ever: before, 
so despicably expressed; he had been mocked. and 
jeered by those who believed him to be merely. a man 
—ati incumberer of the earth at last removed for- 
ever; he had been crucified and buried; and then he 
had risen triumphantly from the grave and had ap- 

ared to his disciples and to others, This was his 

nal communion with his followers. His claim to 


power was without limit in space or time; his Gos- © 


1 was for every human being throughout the ages; 

is words were to live— every word — and be taught 
to everybody; he promised to be with his people always, 
even unto the Fs of the world, and in his hands was 
all power in heaven and in earth. 

Christ’s claims to divinity were either true or false; 
there is no middle ground. It is not a question -of in- 
terpretation, for the language is clear and unmistak- 
able. Dr. Robert E. Speer says: “The question of 
the deity of Christ is the question of the truth or the 
falsehood of Christianity. Either Jesus was divine, 
God and man in one historic personality, or he was 
merely a man.” 

Was he an impostor? If so, he was the greatest 
impostor of all time. Think of it; an unlettered Gal- 
ilean peasant perpetrating so stupendous a fraud for 
nearly twenty centuries on so large a fraction of the 
most intelligent of the world’s 1 grongy toed 

It is impossible that he should be thought an im- 
postor. 
an impostor. Like Dr. McConnell, above quoted, they 
think him “deluded.” H. G. Enelow, in 
Jew” (a book recently published by the 
Co.), says: 


Yet, these things apart, who can compute all that Jesus 
has meant to humanity? The love he has inspired, the 
solace he has given, the good he has engendered, the hope 
and joy he has kindled —all that is unequalled in human 
history. Among the great and good that the human. race 
has produced, none yhas even approached Jesus in uni- 
versality of appeal and sway. He has become the most 
fascinating figure in history. In him is combined: what. is 
best and. most enchanting and most mysterious in Israel 
—the eternal people whose child he was. The Jew cannot 
help glorying in what Jesus thus has meant to the world; 
mor can he help hoping that Jesus may yet serve as a 
bohd of union between Jew and Christian, once his téach- 
ing is better known and the bane of misunderstanding is 
at last removed from his words and his ideal. 


acmillan 


But could honest delusion produce a character who, ~ 


in “the love he has inspired,” “the solace he has given,” 
and “the hope and joy he has kindled” is “unequalled 

human history”? No, it is impossible to conceive 
of such a character acting under a delusion. If. that 
were possible, then delusion would be a happier state 
than reason can create. 

But, if not an impostor, and if not deluded, how 
shall we explain Christ? As “King of kings, and Lord 
of lords”; as “the only begotten Son of God” who 
came down to earth and ame flesh, suffered in 
man’s stead that man might be redeemed: from the 
fall, and is now at the right hand of God as man’s 
intercessor. 

Does it make any difference to the church whether 
it shall preach Christ, the Son of God, or Christ the 
son of Joseph? Yes, the same difference that there 
is between an infinite God and finite man. If Christ 
was but a man, he was but one among millions, and 
that, too, handicapped by false pretense, if he was 
an impostor, or by an inexcusable mistake if he was 
deluded.’ But, if Christ was, as the Bible proclaims 
him to be, a part of deity, separated from the Father 
for a few brief years and now reigning with God 
through eternity, he stands alone among the leaders of 
men and is the only Saviour as well. 

Is it material to the Church what its doctrine is 
to be on this subject? Yes, it determines whether the 
Church is to be a stagnant pool or.a livin 


i . Spring — 
a fountain that pours forth a refreshing an ievbeieet- 
ing flood of “the water of life.” A pool is a pool 


because it receives from the sloping sides around it 
and gives forth nothing; a spring is a spring: because 
it is connected with a source that is higher than it- 
self —it is just an outlet for the waters that flow 
through it from above. 

Can there be any doubt as to the effect upon the 
Church of an abandonment of the Bible's view of 
Christ? It is not a matter of prophecy, it is a matter 
of history. There have always been a few who tried 
to exalt the human side of Christ while rejecting the 
divine side; but they have made no headway. Such 
a doctrine has furnished a refuge for some dissenters 
who were reluctant to give up Christ entirely, but 
there has been no propaganda in such a doctrine. It 
does not beat back the boundaries of heathenism. or 
stir men to the sacrifices that are necessary to the 
spread of religion. 

The story of Jesus, the Son of God, has been trans- 
lated into every tongue and has been read as if it 
were actually spoken in the language in which it is 
read. The story of a man-child named Jesus, if. just 
a worker of magic or a self-deceived visionary, would 
not have survived the generation in which he lived. 

To be a living, vital force, a civilizing influence, -and 


Even the Jews who reject him do not call him ° 


pee the ° 
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a spiritual power, the Christian Church must be true 
to the Christ of the Bible; apostasy means death to 
the Church and despair to civilization, for civilization 
finds its only hope in the regenerating power of the 
blood that flowed from Calvary and in the illumination 
that comes from the heaven-born wisdom of “the only 
begotten Son of God.” 


Mramt, Fra. 
we. 


Theater Evangelism in South America 


ATIN America is raising up its own evangelists. 

This has largely grown out of the vision of the Rev. 
Harry Strachan of the Latin American Evangelization 
campaign, who found that the South Americans will 
go to the theater or the tent (“circus,” as they call 
it) to hear the Gospel, but not to a Protestant church. 
His local successes with theater meetings in Argen- 
tina led to his plan for ‘taking theater meetings to 
all the greater cities of Central and South America 
where Spanish is universally spoken. His plan has 
been to “borrow” Spirit-filled evangelists from the 
various boards and have them co-operate with him in 
the theater and tent meetings when they preached: to 
vast audiences. Now these picked en, Varetto.of Argen- 
tina of the Southern Baptist Churck, Elpick Valen- 
zuela of Chile of the Southern Methodist Church, and 
Archilla of Porto Rico of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, are going back home with these same methods, 
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and are being wonderfully blessed of Ged. Signor 
Varetto is now going about in the cities of the Ar- 
gag | Republic holding evangelistic services. The 

ev. Elpick Valenzuela, fresh from an evangelistic 
campaign in Colombia. with Mr. Strachan, has been 
commissioned to do similar_work-in Chile, and is to 
be provided with a tent by Bishop Oldham. Don An- 
gelo Archilla of Porto Rico, a speaker of exceptional 
gifts and an exponent of a complete Gospel, has been 
campaigning in Venezuela with marked results. Mr. 
Van Eddings, of the Orinoco River Mission,- writes 
of this ‘last campaign, “‘It would take a book to tell 
all the blessings in the twenty-three meetings. 
Archilla has done wonderful work. Our house (con- 
verted into a preaching hall to seat three hundred) 
was crowded every night from Monday until Sunday, 
although the picture shows gave free shows to draw 
the people away. (Mr. Van Eddings, it may be said, is 
doing mission work at a great risk to health and life 
in Carupano, a frightfully malarious spot. The death- 
rate in Caracas is accounted high, thirty-nine to the 
thousand, but in Carupano it reaches the staggering 
average of 137.7 per thousand, that is about , one- 
eighth of the population dies each year. This is one 
of the most deadly records existing. A man who will 
settle down in such a place to preach Christ deserves 
the prayers and sympathetic remembrance of Chris- 
tians everywhere.) Mr. Strachan was in the United 
States in the fall raising funds to extend these cam- 
paigns. The treasurer of the Campaign is Edward A. 
Steele, 219 North Broad Street, Philadelphia. 








Archeology’s Clues to Sodom’s Site 


Five tests taken account of by the new expedition in search of the buried Cities of the Plain 


By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. xenis rrecieiets Seminary 
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Dr. Kyle, Archeology Editor of The Sunday School Times, after an address before the Victoria Institute in Lon- 


don on ‘'Problems of the Pentateuch from the Standpoint of an -Archeol 


and from there plans-to leave for Jerusalem 


are . 
he invades the realms. o 


» 30 that he may join the new Expeditio 

The party includes Dr. Albright of the Jerusalem School of Oriental Research, Dr. Day of the ex 
‘ment of the American University at Beirut,-probably one of the Dominican friars of the lege of 

of Jerusalem, and.others. . They'will pitch their tent in the Wady Kerak, 

The is taking its own cook, for ‘‘civilized man cannot live without cooks,’’ even when 

-uncivilization! The two thousand dollars required to finance this 


,’” proceeded to Alexandria, Egypt, 
d Sea non February 13. 
Depart- 
. Stephen 
where pure water and good vegetables 


tion is bein 


asked of all friends of archeology, and The Sunday School Times invites.its readers who may wish to aid in a 


covering inform 


the Cities of the Plain made recently by The 

Sunday School Times and later through the As- 
sociated Press by Professor J. A. Montgomery, Pres- 
ident of the Board of Managers of the Jerusalem 
School of Oriental Research, has aroused a wide- 
spread interest and brought letters from a flood of 
aspirants for a trip to Palestine, aspirants of every 
kind from porters to artists! What we know, or do 
not know, of the Cities of the Plain will be exceed- 
ingly interesting now, ere we set out in search of 
new and accurate knowledge on the subject; we can 
only hope that what we now think we know may not 
be amusing after we learn the.exact facts. 

The earliest account of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
that contained in Genesis. From that account no one 
in modern times has been able to learn the exact lo- 
cation ef the Cities of the Plain nor any definite in- 
formation of the size and importance of the cities; 
the manner of their destruction is clearly marked by 
the blasted — salt and sulphur encrusted — portion of 
the shore of that sea to-day. 

Josephus -says, “Traces of the heavenly fire and ves- 
tiges of the five cities are still to be seen there.” 
From this statement it can hardly be doubted that the 
site of the Cities of the Plain was then well known 
and some knowledge of the actual devastation wrought 
by the cataclysm was possessed. Of the Palestine pil- 
grims in the Middle Ages, Maundrell, in 1697, gives a 
characteristic mention of the Cities of the Plain, and 
the crusaders at least believed they knew the site of 
ancient Zoar, the little city near by to which Lot fied. 
Dr. Robinson, in his careftil researches of Bible Lands, 
which for scientific data and accuracy have been one 
of the principal treasures down to this day, speaks 
of the Cities of the Plain in the same manner as other 
sites identified in the Holy Land, relying upon the 
Bible story, local traditions, and place names, but he 
does not always take sufficient account of the fact 
that local tradition and place names have a trick of 
moving about, usually keeping in the old neighborhood, 
but occasionally wandering far from home. 
port of Lieutenant Lynch of the United States Navy, 
made in 1854, puts before us by far. the most valuable 
and thoroughly scientific examination of the Dead Sea 
and its shore. His survey of the shores of the sea, 
record of levels and of soundings, and even of the 
character of the bottom of the sea, leaves almost noth- 
ing to be done in this direction to-day.. But he was 
not an archeologist; indeed, the archeological science 
for Palestine had not yet been develo Whether 
a particular ruin bel to the age of Abraham, or 
of Joshua, or of the Kingdom, or of the Maccabees, 


Te announcement of the proposed expedition to 


nation and evidence to corroborate Bible history to send > 
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or the Greeks and Romans, there was then no means. 


of knowing. © 

The researches of De. Saulcy 
while exceedingly interesting, afford us little more 
than the impression of rather credulous travelers. 

A great advance in the investigations. was_marked 
by the work of the geologists, Wright and Hunting- 
ton, exactly confirming, as it did, that the region 
around the lower end of the Dead Sea had been de- 
stroyed by a rain of fire and brimstone from heaven 
and the encrustation of the whole region with salt, 
exactly as the Bible has told us. The Bible draws 
aside the curtain of Providence and shows us what 
God had to do with it; the geologists open the secrets 
of science and give account of the physical changes 
which the Bible records. 

The common error has been that already mentioned 
in considering the work of Dr. Robinson, — a‘too con- 
fident reliance upon local traditions and place names. 
Without relying too implicitly upon these things, we 
must take careful account of certain tests which the 
exact location of the Cities of the Plain must satisfy. 

1. The locality of Zoar must be visible from Nebo, 
whence Moses saw it: in his~vision of Palestine. 

2. The place of Zoar must be in the Plain, with the 
mountain just beyond and on the Moabite side of the 
sea, as manifest in the story of the escape of Lot. 

3. The geological condition of the-Cities of the Plain 
must represent a burned out region of salt, sulphur, 
and asphalt or “slime.” 

4. The remains of Sodom and Gomorrah should 
show that the places were not inhabited after the 
bronze age. 


5.. Dare we hope for any inscriptions? Who can 
say! 

My next letter to The Sunday School Times will 
probably be from the Cities of the Plain. 


ie 
The Civilization of Abraham’s Ur 


VIDENCE of the truthful simplicity, or simple 
truthfulness, of the Scripture narrative is con- 
stantly coming to the archeologist. 
rative seems often to us se scanty in its details that 
many people imagine it represents but a very meager 
civilization, whereas archeological evidence is con- 
stantly forthcoming concerning these few details to 
testify to a highly developed civilization. 
What a simple story is that of Abraham and his 
departure from Ur of the Chaldees. The coming to 
America of the humblest emigrant from Europe would 
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Lesson for February 3 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4 : 32-40 


not be more simply told and with less grand eloquence 


than. that story.- But recent excavations at Ur of, 


the ‘Chaldees reveal the existence there of a remark- 
able civilization. There was a temple of immense 
size, with a tower that could be seen for miles around. 
There has been found a great treasure of relics, works 
of art and articles of vertu; rings, bracelets, beads, 
and pendants, bronze vases and engraved seal stones 
and a great quantity of precious stones, and pottery in 
great variety and type, all going to show a highly 
developed civilization with institutions both civil and 
religious, and arts and crafts of a high order. How 
the modern historian would have brought this out 
upon the record of Abrabam’s migration; the divine 
historian fells but one story, the story of redemption. 

Reported by Leonard C. Woolley, Babylonian Gazette, 
March 23, 1923, page 531. w 


When Israel Learned from Philistia 


SKALON was one of the greatest of the Philis- 

tine cities of the western plain. The work begun 
there two years ago has been carried on, but not 
so rapidly as desired, by the Palestine Exploration 
Fund. New the final report is made upon stratifica- 
tion. The ancient civilizations in that land are always 
found in layers as destruction left them. In the Six- 
teenth Century B. C. a wave of incoming Cypriote and 
Mycenaean imports took the place of native things; 
thus the Philistine civilization came in. The intro- 
duction of the iron age, indicated in the book of Judges 
where the Israelites must go to the Philistines for 
their plowshares, is distinctly marked, and rather sig- 
nificantly, by a layer of ashes. What revolutionary 
movement may be indicated, who knows? By the 
twelfth century the wares of local manufacture be- 
gin, importations have ceased. . Israelites have learned 
the arts and crafts of the Philistines, those teachers 
whom prepared to teach arts and crafts to the 
Israelites coming out of the wilderness. Thus little 
by little the Philistine history comes out like the photo- 
graph in the dark room, and it develops also before us 
the exact relation of Israel to the history of the land. 


W. J. Pythian-Adams, the Palestine Exploration Fund. 


Quarterly Statement, 1923, pages 60-89. : 
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Locating the Nazareth Synagogue 
Where Jesus Preached 


HAVE more than once spoken of the explorations 
on the site of the great Synagogue at Capernaum, 
and have set before The Sunday 1 Tis vader: 
the joy of the consciousness of standing in the guipit 
of our Lord from which he preached the sermon re- 


corded in the sixth chapter of John— perhaps. It is 
a great pleasure to find now the final report b P: G. 
Orfaly, Capharnawm et ses ruines, in which the final 


result of the exploration is given. ‘The facts lead 
strongly to the conclusion that the ruins now seen 
there represent a synagogue which was the successor 
of the synagogue built by the centurion of our Lord’s 
time, so it represents the site of that synagogue and 
most probably the site of the pulpit platform from 
which Jesus preached, that wonderful discourse. It is 
a blessed thought that’there are a few places in the 
world where we may set our feet in his very foot- 
steps, and a still more blessed thought that every- 
where, if we follow his lead in life, we may keep our 
feet in the path that he has marked out. 
Capharnaum et ses ruines, 1922. 


St. Louts. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon : 




















Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many 
as ye shall find, bid to the marriage (Matt. 22:9). 


UR Lord was contrasting the Gentile world with 

the Jewish. This is.obvious from the word high- 
ways, diexodous, literally, “thoroughfares,” the arter- 
ies of the Roman Empire which symbolized the Gen- 
tile world. In Luke’s parallel story the servant is bid 
to go out into the highways and hedges. ‘ Phragmos, 
“a hedge,” is also a figure for the tiles as such 
fencing, according to Edersheim, was peculiar to the 
Roman civilization. Christ’s Jewish hearers undoubt- 
edly understood the allusion in both words. 

The first interest of our Lord was the tribous, 
“beaten paths,” worn footways of Israel. “Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,” 
(Mark 1:3), cried the Forerunner. “Go not in the 
way of the Gentiles [hodon ethnon], the road of the 
pagans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel,” was our Lord’s earlier command to his 
disciples. Only when no more welcome here did 
he turn to the roads of Rome. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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“Every one of them published to meet real needs” 


—describes The Sunday School Times’ books. A 
catalogue on request. 
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.. " The Greatest Way That Works 
How three of the largest Sunday-schools in America “used the Bible 
pissin ite more,” and increased their attendance 

















In the September 22nd issue of The Sunday School Times there were published several letters from pastors or 
superintendents of phenomenally large Sunday-schools, giving similar reasons to these on this page for the attrac- 


tiveness of their schools to young folks. 


These three letters complement that article. 


the result of the investigations of Mr. Hugh Cork, former W. 


They were all secured as 
ays of Working Editor of the Times, who has 


been compeiled.to give up his work as a result of illness. 


The Largest Men’s Bible Class? 


gx present enrolment of our school is, as you 
reported April 21, 4,021. This is not padded, for 
we have a great many transients here, but one of our 
rules demands that we correct our enrolment and 
keep it alive. I suspect we could keep our enrolment, 
as ‘some schools count it, around the six thousand 
mark. But we are more anxious to have a live list. 
While our school is graded, and while we -use sup- 
plies printed by both the Standard Publishing Com- 
pany and the Christian Boafd of Publication, we 
stand by the Book, We do not’have a teacher in 
the ‘school who discounts inspiration. If we know 
of one who equivocates in any way, the elders of the 
church are expected to act. The editorial manage- 
ment of the above mentioned firms believe in the 
Book’s authenticity, reliability, and inspiration. 

We have not conducted contests, save some minor 
affairs between departments. Our growth has been 
radual and reliable, and we have been able to assim- 
ilate the increase we have received. Large numbers 
of the Bible school pupils come into the church. | 

Of course, the great item in our Bible school is 
the men’s class, which at present has an enrolment 
of 2,696, the average attendance of which for the 
month of February was 1,567. As I teach that class, 
I can vouch for the character of the instruction given. 
I use Weymouth’s translation on the platform, and 
follow the International system. The text is printed 
every week in our class paper, “The Self-Starter,” 
the largest class paper in the world, I believe, too, and 
without equivocation or doubt, the men are told that 
the religion of Jesus Christ is the basis of all our 
jay and that the New Testament is the rule of 
our faith and practise. The men like it, and I have 
demonstrated to my own. satisfaction, and that of 
scores of others, those things which are questioned 

our progressive brethren. 


First of all, men are interested in God’s Word. We 


have men in our class of every grade and variety, 
both of wealth and culture. The mayor of the city 
is the president. These men like to know that God’s 
Word is not of this world, but that it came from 
above. They find so many things in this life are of 
a fleeting character that they hunger for and hold 
to God’s Word as substantial and real. 

The men of my class have responded heartily to 
the appeal of evangelism. Hundreds of men, with 
hundreds of the members of their families, have 
come into this church through the evangelistic plea 
which I stress, and very many have gone elsewhere. 

Another thing is true. Men will accept the divine 
Christ, the Christ of miraculous birth, ignominious 
death, and miraculous resurrection and ascersion. I 
talked last year to a total of more than seventy-five 
thousand men. This year my total will go over that, 
for my class is the largest Bible class of any kind in 
the world, so I am told. I feel that these latter items 
are the cause of our success in that Boab of our 
school. But the whole church stands for Christian 
unity on the restoration of the New Testament church, 
revealed in the New Testament as a divine book.— 
The Rev George P. Taubman, Pastor of the First 
Christian Church, Long Beach, Cal. 


A Church and Bible School Vision 


HE cause of the growth of our church and school 
of over six thousand, I think the following sum- 
mary sets forth: 


Vision—We have had a church and Bible schoo 
vision. “Where there is no vision the people perish.” 
Others had done it, we believed we could do it. To 
that end, we labored. 


The people had a mind to work.—Co-operation, har- 
mony, willingness to follow the leader, everybody at 
it, has furnished the key to unlock the door. 


The Contest—We have held many contests during 
the days of our growth. These, with possibly two or 
three exceptions, have been held with other schools, 
in other cities. A contest discovers latent talent, sets 
people to work; arouses interest, advertises your 
school, helps people form the Bible school habit, and 
encourages strenuosity in the work. We never have 
permitted the contest to detract for a ‘minute from 
the worship and the teaching portion of the school. 


Teaching —We endeavor to 
best teachers we can provide. 
otal individual in the school. Character is caught, 
as well as taught. We have teachers who are Chris- 
tians, interested and interesting. A school never rises 
higher than the character and ability of its teachers. 
Evangelism—We stress evangelism through all the 
year. We use the Bible school as “the teaching serv- 
ice of the church to win souls to, Jesus Christ and 
to train them for Christian servic.” 

Sociability—We stress sociability. The people be- 
come acquainted. They are treated with respect and 
utmost. courtesy. New pupils are made welcome} 
classes, departments, and groups hold frequent get- 
together meetings.- Almost every night a class or 
group is in some kind of a meeting. 


Organization—Our classes and departments are ore 


ive to the school the 
he teacher is the piv- 


‘ganized. Responsibility is distributed. We keep two 


secretaries in the church office, who are busy, giving 
much of their time in preparing work for others to 
do. Records are carefully kept. Few business offices 
have a better system than does the office of the First 
Christian Church and school. 


Other Things—We give much attention to the 
music. The school has three orchestras and a concert 
band. e have great singing. There is a home-like 
spirit and feeling. Everything is done with dispatch, 
there are no dull moments.- The services never drag, 
We have a combined morning worship, beginning at 
9.30 and closing at 11.30. During this time: there is 
the Bible study, morning sermon, and Lord’s Supper, 
Forty minutes are given to the work of the classes, 
above the elementary department... Bible study and 
the preaching hour are dovetailed together in such 
a way as to lose no time, to avoid repetition, and we 
keep the Bible school folk for the preaching Hour.— 
P. H. Welshimer, Mimster of the First Christian, 
Church, Canton, Ohio. , 


Our Three Outstanding Essentials 


E REGARD our work with a school of 3,599 as 

a business. Every business must have an ob- 
jective. Ours is soul-saving and character building. 
Some schools’ highest goal is pedagogic; they are 
after the head; we are after the heart. The aim of 
both is character, but character without salvation, if 
such a thing is possible, is simply old rags. (Of 
course we avail ourselves of the very best talent and 
methods within our reach.) And so our plant is meant 
ta‘be a life and soul-saving institution. 

We aim to build an organization that will touch 
every member of every home in our constituency and 
continue to touch them, not once nor one hundred 
times, but until they are won for Christ and the 
church. Just recently a husband and wife who have 
been trailed for several years by one of our faithful’ 
teachers, have accepted Christ and united with the 
church. The husband had not been in a Protestant 
church previous to a few months ago. : 

Of course we should find it impossible to do this 
sort of work if we were placing question marks abcut 
the Bible. The old Bible is still our Bible. Our pastor 
gg *, we believe it and try to live it. 

e have proved that Christ is no “error,” but 
a vital, living reality for us when we accept and fol-' 
low him. “The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 

The school is our church feeder. Our pastor re- 
ceives from two to three hundred annually into church 
fellowship, practically all from the school. 

In a nutshell: we never get within gunshot of gur 
oal, but in our work we attempt and everlastingiy 
eep on attempting three outstanding essentia!s: 

irst: Organization. 

Second: Maintaining a body of teachers and offi- 
cers who appreciate the dignity and high calling of 
the work, and who, therefore, make this the business 
of their lives. Second fiddlers destroy the harmony; 
such should drop out and make room for heroes; 
live men and women with an enthusiasm that knows 
no defeat and a love that will include the outcast and 
most worthless of sinners. __ ? 

Third: Creating and maintaining an esprit de corps 
that will attract and make people desire to become a 
part of our organization; without a proper atmos-; 
phere we cannot sustain vigor and ag: BE Mz. 
Cogan, General Superintendent, the First United, 
Brethren Church, Canton, Ohio. 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 3. WHAT ISRAEL LEARNED AT SINAI 
International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 19: I to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4: 32-40 


Golden Text.—Thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and. with all thy might.—Deuteronomy 6: § 
Thow shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.—Leviticus 


19: 18. 








senna 








An Outline of the Lesson 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 

Redemption! And WHAT a redemption work! 

HEN,— it is, “Thou shalt THEREFORE!” 

Deuteronomy 4: 32-40, “Since the day that God 
‘created’ man upon the earth’!, “This GREAT 
thing!” or “Been ‘heard’ LIKE it?” “By signs, and 
by wonders, .,. and by a mighty hand.” (Seven 
things in verse 34,) And “to drive out nations ,.. 
and to give thee their. . . inheritance.” “Consider it 
in THINE HEART! Thou shalt THEREFORE.” 

2 Corinthians 5:14; 15, “The love of Christ” (not 
“our” love for him) “CONSTRAINETH us.” 

Romans 12:1, “Which is your REASONABLE 


service.” 
Second 
Sinail The law! “Behold” that scene! 
Exodus 19: 9-13, 16, to 20:18, “Lo, I come,” said 


the Lord “in a thick cloud”; and there were “thunders - 


and lightnings,” and “Mt. Sinai was altogether on a’ 
smoke, the smoke of a furnace,” “as the Lord : “de- 
scended upon it in FIRE,” and the “whole mount. 
QUAKED greatly,” the strident notes of the trumpet 

‘sounded loud and waxed louder and LOUDER” 
while a terrified and affrighted people “stood afar 
off!” “Charge the people, LEST they break through 
unto the Lord to ‘gaze’ and many of them PERISH!” 
This is not “Look and live,” but “DARE to look and 
DIE.” Such is the scene, “Blackness, and darkness, 
and tempest”! (Heb. ‘12: 18-21.) 


Third 
And what is the spiritual: PURPOSE of the law, 
framed in so dark a setting? :Is it salvation? . No! 


Not salvation, ‘but CONDEMNATION! : Fhe flaw is. 


“holy, ‘just, and good”; but BY IT man sees that he is 
unholy, unjust, and NOT. good! That he is a.SIN- 
NER! A “transgressor” of that law,—GOD’S law! 

Deuteronomy 6:5, “Thou shalt LOVE the Lord 
thy God with ALL thy heart, and. with ALL thy 
soul, and with ALL thy might.” But who ever DID 
this ? ALL the time? ; 

Leviticus 19:18, “Thou shalt LOVE thy neighbor 
AS THYSELF.” But who ever DID this? ALL the 
time, and NEVER once “failed” to do it at any time? 
FOR, the law says “CURSED is every’ one that 
CONTINUETH not in ALL things ,.. in... the 
law to DO them” (Gal, 3: 10). 

Romans 3:19, “Now we know”; the Rirpose of. the 
law is to bring a man with a STOPPE 
GUILTY heart before GOD! The “law of God” 
condemns a man; the “SON OF GOD” saves a man! 

MarsSHALL, TEx. 

td 


The Lesson as a Whole | 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


LL The Books We Are Studying 
HE title “Exodus” is from.the Greek Version. 
The word means “departure,”-but this does not 
completely describe the contents of the book, 
which includes the drawing near of the people to God. 
It commences with the names of Jacob’s sons in Egypt, 
and so takes up the story of Genesis from Joseph, and 
leads on to Israel at Sinai. The thought all through 
is Redemption, as the contents show. 
1. The Redeemer —1:1 to 6: 30. 
(1) The People prepared (chap. 1). 
(2) The Deliverer prepared (chap. 2). 
(3) The Deliverance: prepared (chaps. 3-6). 
a. The Redemption —7:1 to 12:51. 
(1) The Nine Plagues (chaps. 7 to 10), 
(2) The Tenth Plague (chap. 11). 
(3) The Passover and Deliverance (chap. 12). 
3. The Redeemed —13:1 to 40: 38. 
(1) The Journey taken (13:1 to 18:27). 
(2) The Covenant made (19:1 to 24:18). 
(3) The Covenant maintained (25:1 to 40: 38). 
2. Leviticus. The handbook of worship. A general 
outline is: (1) The way to approach God (chaps. 1 
to 16). Keynote: Redemption. (2) The way to abide 


with God (chaps. 17 to 27). Keynote: Consecration. 
A detailed analysis is: 


(1) Chap 1:1 to 6:7. The Laws of the Offerings 


mouth and a . 


Devotional Reading : . Psalm 95 : 1-7. 

Primary Topic: God T His People How to Live. 
Lesson Material ; Exodus 20: 1-4, 7, 8, 12, 15, 16 
Memory Verse: Ail that Jehovah fia 

aca 24:7. 7 
unior Topic : The Ten Commandments. 

J Lesson Material : Exodus 20: 1-17. 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22 : 37-39. 
iate and ior Topic: Knowing and Obeying God’s 


La . « 
Tose for Young People and Aduls: The Foundation of lerael’s 


' s 


th spoken will we do — 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Deuteronomy 4 : 32-40 


Deuteronomy 4:32 For ask now of the days that are 
past, which were before thee, since the day that God 


heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any suth 
thing as this great thing is, or hath teen heard like it? 
33 Did ever a people hear the voice ©f God speaking out 
of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live? 34. 
Or hath Ged assayed to go and take him a. nation from 
the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, and by 
wonders, and by war, and by. a mighty hand, and by an 
outstretched arm, and by gréat terrors, according to: all 
that Jehovah your God did for you in ‘Egypt before your 
as showed, that thou mightest 
there is none else besides 
+aim. 36 Out of heaven he made thee. to hear his, voice, 

ye and upon earth he made thee 


: 
zi 


, 00.000 Die grant Gre; and. then heardact bla. words emt of 


the midst of the fire. 37 au because he loved thy fathers, 

after them, and brought thee 
out with his presence, with his. great power, out of Egypt: 
38te drive out nations from before thee greater and 
mightier than thou, to bring thee in, to. give thee. their 
. 39 Know therefore 





—the means of approach to God. - Main thought: 
Sacrifice. 

(2) Chap. 6:8 to 10: 20. 
hood —the instrument of approach: to God. 
thought: Mediation. 

(3) Chap. 11:1 to 22: 33.. The Laws:of Purity — 
the condition of approach to. God. Main thought: 
Separation. - 

(4) Chap. 23:1 te 27: 34. The Laws:of the Festivals 
— the. occasions. of-.approach, to Ged. Main thought: 
‘ Consecration. ° ‘ag ET nit A hon 8 

3. For Deuteronomy, ‘see: below (under? VE) - and 
‘next’ week's lessom. © 5 ae “ 
IL Characters in the Lesson SS on 
! This. period is included in the third section (forty 


The Laws of the Priest- 
Main 


years each)-of the one hundred and twenty years of... 
.the life of Moses, and is -limited to his work as the: 


lawgiver (see-W. M.° Taylor’s book, below, under 
VII), At Sinai, Moses. was. admitted to very ‘close. 
relations with God. ..Whifle the people heard the Di- 
vine voice in words, Moses was. allowed to enjoy a 
fuller revelation in close. fellowship (Exod. 24: Q-IT; 
35 211, 17-23}. ; 
tinction ween “ways” and “acts” in Psalm 103: 7. 
In. this fellowship with, God, Moses was given the 
statutes found in Exodus 20 to 24, and then: the di- 


rections connected with the Tabernacle (Exod. ‘25 ‘to | 


31; 35 to 40).. Special notice should be given to the 
effect on Moses of this fellowship with God: (Exod. 
34:20, 33, 34;.2-Cor. 3:13). Three points in his 
work as lawgiver should be specially emphasized: (1) 
He received the law from od: (2) he repeated it 
to the le; (3) he required them to enter into 
covenant with God to obey it (Exod. 24:7). 


fil. The Historical Situation _ 


After the journey from Egypt, the stay at Sinai 
for about fifteen months enabled Israel to realize their 
position as the people of God (Exod. 19: 1-8). They 
needed instruction after their deliverance and organ- 
tsation after the time. of slavery. In particular, they 
were to have the first lessons in. what was meant by 
Theocracy, or God’s direct government: Even beyond 
this, it was necessary that with the covenant made, 
they should be taught how to maintain their true re- 
lation to God. This was. done as follows: The method 
of the Pentateuch is to carry forward Israel’s history 
in the form of narrative and then to record the legis- 
lation as arising out of it step by step. For this pur- 
pose, there were three codes of laws: (1) The Cove- 
nant Code (Exod. 20 to 24), giving a simple, rudi- 
mentary statement of their religious and civil duties. 
(2) The Priests’ Code (Exod. 25 to 40 and Leviti- 


°19 Shows: the great 


Perhaps-this is: the meaning of the dis- ~~ 





cus). This included instructions for building the Tab- 
ernacle (Exod. 25 to 31); the actual erection (Exod. 
35 to 40); and the laws to be observed (Leviticus). 
Thus we have the ritual of the religion with Holiness 
as its keynote. (3) The People’s Code (Deuteron- 
omy). This was a special preparation just before en- 
tering Canaan. Of these three (1) was fer all and 


“was appropriate to the start, (2) was specially in- 


tended for the instruction of the Priests, and (3) was 
for all, in view of the thirty-eight years in the wilder- 
ness (see next lesson) and to prepare them for Ca- 
naan. 

IV. Geography . 

By means of the map in the Bible or an atlas, the 
Sinaitic peninsula should be located and studied’ A 
wilderness large enough for the camp of Israel was at 
the foot of the mountain’ (Exod; 19:2); and so close 
that the mountain ‘could .be. touched: (Exod. 19: 12); 
and yet its upper part could be seen: from the camp 
(Exod. ‘19:16, 18; 20). The usual view is that the. 


mount referred to is that known. as Serbal on the wady - 


Feiran, though it is merely traditional. Some inter- 
‘esting information.can be learned from Hoskins’: book 
(see below under VII)... At the present time, a Greek 
monastery is found in the neighborhood, which has a 
very valuable. library. i 
scholar. Tischendorf. found the manuscript of the 
known as “Codex Sinaiticus.” Here, also, in 189: 
a Lewis discovered a Syriac manuscript of the Gos- 
pels. 
V. Other Scriptures on the Lesson 

i. The giving of the Law and the stay at Sinai made 
a deep and lasting impression on Israel, and the sub- 
sequent allusions to it are numerous and important 
(Acts 7: 38). 

2. The meanin 
mans 5:20 and 
Scofield Reference Bible on Exodus 19 and 20. 

3. In’ Hebrews, the Jewish and Christian -dispensa- 
tions. are compared. and .contrasted, and the latter 
shown to supersede the former, -being’ superior to it. 


of the Law can be- seen:in Ro- 


alatians 3: 19-24. .See especially the: 


It was here that the gre 
802, 


4. Among the references in the New.Testament to. 4 


. Leviticus, see 1 Peter 1:16 (Ley. 11:44); 


James 2:° 


8 (Lev. 19:18); two doves in “Litke 2; tabernacle in . 


Heb. 9 (Lev. 16); and Matthew 15:4; 19:19; 22: 30. 
VI. Expository Notes 
Although only: one: passage is given for reading, -it 


‘is important to be. quite clear (fiom the other pas- . 


‘sages) as to the laws given to the people. (1) The 
‘Book of: the Covenant (as it is ‘usually called) covers 
. Exodus 20: 1 -to 24 and consists of the décalogue (“ten 


words”) 20: 1-22; the sacrificial worship required..(20: 

*' 23-26) ; the civil statutes (21:1 to 23: 13); the annual ~ 

‘feasts (23: 14-17); the closing warnings (23: 18-33) ; 
(2) Leviticus - 


sthe sealing of the covenant (24:-1-18). 
rinciple of holiness which dom- 
inated everything: (Lev. 19:2), with the: keywords 
“found. throughout the chapter, “I am Jehovah,” and 
“I am Jehovah your God.” : } ost 

It is very important to keep in mind that the orig- 


sinal meaning of “holiness” is not cleansing or purifi- 


+cation, but “separation,” so that when reference is 
made to the holiness of God, it does not primarily 
‘mean, his freedom from -sin but his separation from 


thé «modern term, “transcendence.” 
the infinitely high.” 

Scroggie points out that nowhere in the Pentateuch 

we. read of God’s love except in” Deuteronothy, 
which reviews the forty years from Egypt (4: 37; 7: 
7, 8; 10:15; 23:5). And-so, while deferring the 
full consideration: of the book until next lesson, after 
which it comes in proper chronological order, we may 
think of the passage selected for to-day (4: 32-40) as 
the appeal of Divine Love. 

1. The Protection (vs. 32-34).. The splendid chal- 
lenge to the ple as to the uniqueness of Israel 
among the nations, and its explanation in the Divine 
manifestations. Moses had no fear about the answer. 

2. The Purpose (vs. 35, 36). All was intended for 
the definite purpose of making the people realize God 
and his’ uniqueness. 

3. The Power (vs. 37-39). Love was the cause of 
this manifestation of Divine power, and this love was 
to be realized by Israel. 

4. The Principle (v. 40). Obedience was the one 
won only requirement, and with this met, all would be 
well. : 


VII. Reference Literature 


For the history in general, Blaikie’s. History (Nel- 
son and Sons, New York, $1.75), and Spencer’s Old 
Testament . rvs | (Longman’s Green and. Co., New 
York, 40 cts.). or commentaries, Pulpit Commen- 


tary on Exodus, Leviticus, and: Deuteronomy ~ {Funk © 


“ 


and superiority to. all else, that which is meant by ° 
” It means; “God-is -:- 
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Lesson for February 3 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4 : 32-4» 


and Wagnalls, 8 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets) ; 
Expositor’s Bible on Exodus and Leviticus (both very 
fine, Presbyterian Board, Chicago, $1). 
lessons, “From Egypt to Canaan,” by Tuttle (Meth- 
odist Book Concern, New York, $1), and Notes on 
Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy, by C, H.. M. 
(Loizeaux ‘Bros., New York, $1). For biography, 
“Moses the Lawgiver,” by Dr. W. M. Taylor (Geo. 
H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50). For geography, 
“From the Nile to Nebo,” by Hoskins (out of print), 
and Geography of the Holy Land, by MacCoun (L. L. 
Poates Publishing Co., New York, $1.50). For’ vari- 
ous archeological points arising out of this history, 
see “Moses and the Monuments,” and “The Deciding 
Voice of the Monuments,” both by Dr. M. G. Kyle 
(Bibliotheca Sacra Co., St. Louis, $2.15 each). Con- 
sult the indexes for references. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


FTER redemption comes instruction. Show the 
truth of this in relation to the Christian life. 
2. Explain the word “theocracy,” and show the rea- 
son for it at this time. 
3. Were there any laws before Sinai? 
4. Did Moses copy Hammurabi’s Code? How do 
yowrexplain.the parallelism between the two lawgivers? 
5. What does the word “Deuteronomy” mean? Does 
it indicate the contents of the Book? 
6. About how long after the giving of the Law_at 
Sinai did Moses speak these words in Deuteronomy ? 


they spoken to a new generation? And ~ 


7. ‘Were 
just before what event? 

8. How long was Israel in reaching Mt. Sinai, after 
crossing the ’ Séa? 

9. How long did they tarry there? 

10. What evidences of God's direct care had they 
received on their journey to Mt. Sinai? 

11..Can you quote Scripture for the statement that 
the Ten Commandments were the very words and 
writing of God himself? 


12, What other specific directions did God give ‘his’ ” 
4 


people from Mt. Sinai—can you name three. besides 


the’ Ten : Commandments ? ; 
13. Name ‘the furniture God commanded built for 
the tabernacle: What was the use of each piece? 


14. What was the condition of giving towards the < 


construction of the Tabernacle? “What was the -re- 


sult’ of ‘imposing this condition ? 


used in Hebrews 9? 


16. What is the first and great commandment in the” 


law? Have you obeyed it ail your life? . 

17. Where did Christ answer the question, “And 
who is my neighbor?” 
your life? 

18. “Bo we make void the law through -faith?” Or 
rather “establish the law” by accepting its indictment 


19. What is ‘the meaning of the law as a “school- 
master’? (Gal. 3:24:) j 
29. “Explain the laws of Sinai in the light both of 
‘Matthew 5: 17-19 and afso of Galatians 3: 25. r 


21. Have the Ten Commandments in any way, di-' 


rectly or by inference, been abrogated or -annulled, by 
subsequent writings in the Scriptures? 
22. Where is the best place to write God’s Law? 
23. Can you state.the benign quality of _Law? 
24. Why does not Prohibition prohibit? 
-25-° How would -you.sum up the most vital teaching 


"Get gave his people at Sinai? “Quote Scripture for it. - 


26. How does. “love” sum up all the commandments? 
(Matt. 22: 36-40; Rom, 13: 8-10.) 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


HERE were “laws” before the giving of_ the 
Mosaic law from Sinai. ‘The Companion Bible 
gives a list from Genesis of thirty-four laws given 
by Jehovah, and subsequently confirmed in-the Mosaic 
code. The law of the Sabbath, for instance (Gen. 
2:3; Exod. 16:23; 20:10); the law of the place to 
worship (Gen. 3:24; Exod. 25:8); the law of sac- 
rifices (Gen. 4:4; 15:9; Exod. 29: 36, et_al). 

The Code of Hammurabi (Amraphel, Genesis 14: 
1) was discovered by de a oe in Susa in 1901, and 
its date is probably 2139 B. C. Two theories of de- 
structive critics were exploded by the discovery — 


that such writing was unknown before Moses, and that’ 


* a legal code was impossible before the Jewish kings. 
But. the critics “readjusted” by claiming that Moses 
copied after Hammurabi, Hammurabi calls his laws 
the “judgments of_ righteousness,” but some of them 
are unrighteous. Stealing, for instance, was punished 
by. death; by the Mosaic code by restoring double 
¢Exod. 22:9). -Harboring a fugitive slave, by death, 


Have you done like that-all 


For spiritual 


sof the fall. 


‘their heavenly originator.” 


(Deut. 4:8.) 


i 


“other long jump. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The compiete list of International Uniform Lessons ror 
the’ year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street; Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
' . @ copy, or $1 a dozen. 
t. January 6—A Chosen Leader and a Chosen Land 
: Genesis 12:1 to 25:10 
2. January 13.—The Long Sojourn in Egypt. Genesis 37 to 50 
3. January 20.—Moses Called to Deliver Israel 
Exodus 1:1 to 12: 36 
4. January 27.—Israel Saved at the Red Sea 
: Exodus 12: 37 to 18: 27 
S..February 3.—What Israel Learned at Sinai 
Exodus 19:1 to 4:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 


4: 32-4 
6. February 10.—The Failure at Kadesh 
‘ Numbers 13:17 to 14:45; Deuteronomy 1 : 26-40 
7. February 17.—Joshua and the Conquest of Canaan 
‘ Joshua x to 11, 23, and 24 
8. February 24.—The Period of the Judges. (May be 
used with Temperance Applications) ..Judges 2 to 16 
9. March 2.—The Revival under Samuel ..1 Samuel 1 to 7 
1e. March 9.—The Reign of Saul ........... t Samuel 8 to 15 
rr. March 16.—The Reign of David 
t Samuel 16 to 2 Samuel 24 
12. March 23.—The Reign of Solomon 
1 Kings 3 to 11; a Chronicles 1 
13. March 30.—Review: Abraham to Solomon 








but by Jehovah’s laws it was no offense (Deut. 23: 
15). Injuring a slave, by compensating the master, 
but under Mosaic law freedom was given to the slave. 
Some of these laws, however, were just. 

Dr.:Gray says in the Christian Worker’s Commen- 
tary (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $3) : “Ham- 
murabi’s. code is based upon fundamental principles 


- of Jaw in the constitution of the race, albeit com- 


mingled with many grotesque fancies in consequence 
These fundamental principles, however, 
‘aré, in their origin, Divine, and in the code of Moses 
we find them separated from the false by the hand of 
And this is.in accordance 
with God's own statement: “What nation is there so 
great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous 
as all this law, which I set before you this day?” 
_ PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway” 


Sinai and —Did ever a people hear the 


Calvary 
: eee _ voice ef God speaking wut of the midst of the fire- . . 
> -1§. What are the chief points about the Tabernacle"; 


and ive? (4: 33.) From the sea to the mountain ‘is an-: 
What a place was Sinai! No won- 


‘der they -wondered. how they had lived through it all. 


rere tN 


-the minister. 


We do not wonder bécause we know God in these 
days. Jesus hath revealed the Father to us (Matt. 

We know ‘now ‘that God is love. I am in 
‘Washington, D, C., on a Thursday night, sitting, as 
I. write, in Dr. Weood’s prayer-meeting waiting for 
The Doctor -has spent his summer in 
South ‘Africa.. He just this week came home. I am 
told he is going to-give his impressions of the Dark 
Continent. ‘Which he did. But like the lesson com- 
mittee he struck. only the high spots. He saw Vic- 
toria Falls —that -wonder of -water-falls where the 
river -goes ever sideways. .I was there once myself 
(with Burton Holmes in the movies, one dollar per), 
and saw more «than Dr. Wood saw. “But,” said’ the 
Doctor,-“our Niagara is-greater and more impressive, 
even ‘though Victoria is higher and wider.” “The 
biggest thigg I saw in Africa was the Scotch Mission,” 
added ‘Dr. ‘Wood. It is this way with Sinai among 
the mountains. Other mountains are higher, Mt. 
Everest and the Swiss mountains, but what.of them! 
And -what of Sinai! . The great. Sinai prodart, the Ten 
Commandments, are the foundation of all our~ happi- 
ness. By virtue of these we are not throwing living 
babies into rivers, nor burning our widows and mothers 
on funeral pyres, nor selling our womanhood into 
harems, nor knocking our grandfathers in the head, 
nor throwing our grandmothers out to starve, and 
the like. To see God was. not to die. To hear God 
was not to die, for in Jesus the world saw and heard 
God (John 14:9). If God appeared in your room to- 
night “would you be terfified? The children are never 
scared when they awake and. find “Daddy” in_ the 
room. They just laugh and reach out ir little 
arms “to come.” I am sure we Christians would all 
do the same to our Father. 


Missing It.—Because he loved thy athers ... there- 
fore he ... brought thee out with his presence, with 
his great power (v. 37). “You are a bad lot, and an 
almost hopeless proposition, but you had good fathers 
in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and they were friends 
of God whom he loved. Consequently God is trying 
to make real folks out of you, and, believe me, he has 
some job” (Ridgway’s translation). The event: proved 
it. God had to die them all off in the wilderness; as 
we shall discover in our next lesson. No company 
of humans ever had such an honor or were s@ tre- 
mendously powerful — and they did not appreciate it. 
God “with his presence,” yea, his very self in fire and 
cloud was their leader. No need- of TNT to tumble 
walls, no need of bird men to spy. out the enemy, no 


_equipment. 


* 


‘meaning with 
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need of a commissary, no need of an advance guard 
and a rear guard, no need of searchlights and rockets, 
no need of Big Berthas. .No need of anything but 
loving trust and blind obedience. I have just been 
through the National Museum here at Washington 
looking over all the mass of stuff the army had te 
carry for the. safety and comfort of the men, — 
kitchen, hospital, and delousing wagons, and other 
ut here came an army, the greatest ever, 
with women and children, aged and infirm, and need- 
ing none of these things because God was the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and the banner over them was Love. 
What a people this would have been had they re- 
mained as true to God as the French to Joffre, the 
English to Haig, the Yanks to Pershing, and all of 
them to Foch. “Couldn’t hold them. back,” was said 
of the “softie” boys from the fields, shops, and offices 
of America, Just imagine if you can, a bunch of 
“doughboys” coming back with a big bunch of grapes 
ni a tale of woe like licked dogs! (Num. 13: 23, 32, 
33. 


Danger.—And thou shalt keep therefore his... 
commandments .. . that it may go well with thee (v, 
40). Uncle Billy Watson says, “If you have an idea 
you can break a commandment of God day after day 
and get away with it you have another guess coming.” 
In New York and Chicago everything, is “wide open” 
seven days in the week. It was so Fs San Francisco{ 
Every night the great city sleeps upon a volcano. 
know, because I spend my city nights often upon the 
Great Black Ways and not upon the Great White 
Ways. You remember what happened in Boston when 
the police quit. Nothing but the hand of God saves 
the city right now. The “bourgeoise,” which are the 
first killed and robbed when hell breaks loose, are those 


that pack the Sabbath-smashing events. The divorce . 


mills are the only mills that always run full time. On 
all the news-stands as I write and also in the newspaper 
is a flaming advertisement, “Has the Modern Girl: Lost 
Her Moral Sense?” This question is to be answered 
in a forthcoming number of a popular magazine by. a 
well-known woman author. Thoughtful folks beside 


“we religious cranks” are getting scared at the flaunt-_ 
t 


ing of God’s commandments. will not “go well” 
with Uncle Sam. There ‘are men playing golf all day 
Sunday who are the. forerunners of a universal Sun- 


day baseball, football, and basketball, horse racing, and ~ 


of a genuine, lid-off, to the bow-wows-with-religion, 
wide open Sunday. The'golfer’s father did not flaunt 


God’s command. The golfer is a “country clubber” |. 
by virtue of the care and training of the old home |; 
Mr. Golfer’s - 


nest with its respect for holy things. 
boy will strike the toboggan. The downslide of the 


Son will be swifter than the upclimb of Dad. You-" 


break a law of God. at -your peril, and «that, too, 


whether natural, physical, or spiritual. ‘If thou would- . 
est ‘have it. well with thee and .thiné, ‘tie fast -ito- the: . 
‘Ten Commandments that came down froin Sinai. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, 8:D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President ‘and Professor of Education-at Juniata College 





THE PrinciPLe or ConceENTRATION.—Organize 
“the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. ' 











F WE regard the law of God as the thing 
Ftent learned at Sinai, the Golden tee 
represents probably the best concentration of it: that 
is possible, for it has the endorsement of our Lord 
himself. The lesson offers us an opportunity, how- 
ever, to do.more than discover whether the class can 
repeat the “ten words” of Sinai which we usually think 
of as the essence of what was given there (and it was 
never more important that men should know God’s’ 


moral code), but as an opportunity also to point out ~ 


how-much more of specific teaching is concentrated 
in the Golden Text summary. It is only as we recog- 
nize thaf.c.- central truth is not barren of applica- 
tion, but rich in meaning, that it has real significance 
for those who are taught. And if the class is led to 
discover how comprehensive, how detailed, and how 
up-to-date are these commandments, from out the 
fire of God’s holiness they will carry away new 

the familiar summarizing of the 
law. True, it was the law, not the Gospel, that 
Israel learned at Sinai, and yet when Moses repeats 
to them in Deuteroncmy what God commanded, he 
makes it clear that at Sinai was revealed not only 
the law of God, but the love of God. And perhaps 
we need yet to realize more fully that the law of 
God is not only consistent with the love of God, but 
that it is an expression of the holy love of God. This 
will lead us to recognize a larger appropriateness in 
the summary of the Golden Text,— love is the fulfill- 
ing in obedience of a law whose éssence is the love 
of the lawgiver. It is very illuminating in this con- 
nection to note how much of mercy and kindly deal- 
ing toward the widow, the fatherless, the stranger, 
and the poor are enjoined in this law from Smai. 

Huntinopon, Pa, - 
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Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


WIDE difference exists between the 

Abrahamic Covenant (Gen. 12: 1-3) 
and the Law Covenant made with Israel 
at Sinai (Exod. 19:5). The Abrahamic 
Covenant was unconditional, being based 
on the sovereign “I will” of Jehovah. 
The Law Covenant was conditional, 
being based on the word “if,” and 
thus was limited by the human element. 
The abiding promises of the Abrahamic 
Covengnt can never be forfeited or al- 
tered; but Jchovah did suffer Israel to 
elect a meritorious relation to him for a 
limited period of time, or until the Seed 
— Christ — should come (Gal. 3: 19-25; 
4: 19-31). 

As a testing, God proposed, but did not 
impose, the Law Covenant (Exod. 19: 
1-8). That covenant could produce no 
better results than could come from the 
faithlessness of a faithless people. Je- 
hovah knew the failure that would fol- 
low their choice; but Israel and the na- 
tions through Israel, had for all time to 
learn both that the Law is “holy, just, 
and good,” and that the flesh is utterly 
impotent to do the holy will of God. 

The assured Divine penalties for fail- 
ure under the Law were carried out in 
continued chastisement upon that people, 
and, after 4 thousand years of failure, 
the final predicted punishment (Deut. 
28 : 64-68) was inflicted, when that people 
were “plucked from off the land” and. 
“seattered” among all nations. 

Doubtless at Sinai Israel learned the 
immediate lesson of the difference be- 
tween being carried to Jehovah “on 
eagle’s wings” and his unapproachable- 
ness in the flaming mountain; but Israel 
and all other peoples have, from genera- 
tion to generation, had this demonstrated 
distinction between law and grace by 
which to profit. : 

‘Datras, Tex. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department;. one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, . and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers ate urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be. available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that. portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 





Illustrations on other verses than the 


Golden Text are specially des‘red, though 


some on the Golden Text are also needed. | 
For the lesson of April 20 illustra- | 


tions ore desired on the Easter Lesson, 


not on the Old Testament lesson on 


Elisha. 


For June 8, on Ezekiel, not on the. 


optional Whitsuntide lesson. 


For December 21, on the optional | 


Christmas lesson, not on Zacchaeus. 


Not God’s Writing.—That he might in- 
struct thee (Deut. 4: 36). A daring avi- 
ator has been startling Chicagoans by 
writing on the sky the name of a cer- 
tain cigarette in smoke -letters half a 


mile across. The entire city st and 
gazed gapingly heavenward. little 
tot looki at the growing letters ex- 


claimed, “It’s God!” His companion re- 
torted: “Naw; if it was God he wouldn’t 
be advertising a cigarette.’"—From the 
Christian Advocate. Sent by W.. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. Prise 
illustration. 


‘But God Knew She Was Going to Be! 
—Thou shalt keep his . . . commandments 
(v. 40).- Some Christians have the same 
idea of these commandments as a little 
boy who was playing with his sister. A 
most unpleasant woman who lived near 
had been finding fault with them, and the 
boy ‘said, “I just hate-her.” His little 
sister, greatly shocked, said, “Oh, no! 
The Bible says we must love every one.” 
“Oh, ‘well,” he remarked, “old Mrs. 
Blank wasn’t born when that was writ- 
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ten.” Isn’t that the idea some of us have 
about the requirements of God’s Word? 
—Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Obedience and Getting Well.—Thou 
shalt keep his ... commandments .. . 
that it may be well with thee, and with 
thy children after thee (v. 40). Years 
ago a famous children’s specialist said 
to me: “When it comes to a serious ill- 
ness, the child who has been taught to 
obey stands four times the chance of 
recovery that the spoiled and undisciplined 
child does.” Those words made a lasting 
impression upon me. Up to that time I 
had been taught that one of the Ten 
Commandments was for children to obey 
their parents. Never had it entered my 
mind that a question of obedience might 
mean the saving or losing of a child’s 
life—From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Keeping the Plant.—Thou shalt love 
Jehovah thy God with all thy heart... 
sowl, and . . . might (Golden Text). 
Suppose a mother gives her child a beau- 
tiful flower-plant in bloom, and tells her 
to carry it to a sick friend. The child 
takes the plant away, and when she 
reaches the friend’s door she plucks off 
one leaf and it to her, keeping 
the plant herself. Then afterwards, once 
a week, she — off another leaf, or 
a bud, or a flower, and takes it to_the 
friend, still retaining the plant. Has 
she obeyed? Nothing but the giving of 


the whole plant would be obedience. Yet | 


od asks for all our life—heart, soul, 
mind, and strength; and we pluck off a 
little leaf of love now .and then, or a 
flower of affection, and give these little 
things to him, — the life itself. 
Shall we not say, “ him take all” ?— 
From Dr. J. R. Miller. Sent by the Rev. 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


“I Came All.”—With all thy heart, 
and with all 7 soul, and with all thy 
might (Golden Text). A lawyer serving 
on a draft board had occasion to help a 
young aaron man fill out his ques- 
tionnaire. e explained that as an alien 
he was entitled to claim exemption, The 
young man straightened himself, and with 
a high look replied: “When I came .to 
America, I came all. If America needs 
Karl Klausen, Karl Klausen is ready!” 
Shall we not do as much for God?— 








oP ed 


Sent_ by.. the Rev. J. (A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 





Better Than Acquainta Thou 
shalt love Jehovah thy God with all thy 


“heart (Golden Text). One day when 


Hartley was five years old, a friend was 
talking with the boy and his father, and 
a little girl with whom Hartley used 
to walk to and from school every day 
wads mentioned. “Oh,” said the friend, 
“is Annie an acquaintance of yours, Hart- 
ley?” “No,” said the boy, and pressing 
his hand on his heart, he answered fer- 
vently, “shé isan in-quaintance.”—From 
the Expository Times. Sent by W. G. 
Irving, Westmount, P. Q., Can. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for the glorious testi- 
mony of thy children, who have obeyed 
thee in the years of long ago. Thou art 
galling us to-day, we know, to an obedi- 
ence no less than theirs. We pray that 
thou wilt remind us in such ways as seem 
good to thee of the heritage Wwe have in 
the testimony of our fathers in the faith. 
Humble us, we pray thee, to the taking 
away of every touch of pride in our natures 
that so easily leads us to imagine our 
strength and to forget thy strength. . May 
we indeed be obedient to thy statutes, and 
remember thy commands to do them. Bless 
the land that thou hast given us, and the 
children, and the days of our pilgrimage, 
and may we be faithful in the following of 
thy blessed will. We ask this in the name 
of our Lord Jesus, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—God’s training and 
his care of his people are not just for 
the moment, but the trouble that he takes 
for us is because of his loving purposes 
for us through ae * ages, and for the 
timeless hereafter. e loved the fathers 
of his ancient people not only for their 
day, but because he ‘loved them he chose 
their children to be the testimony to his 
Coach wees bejood inate Seng 
which was yon st _ 
far, far beyond it. Our gratitude to God 
ought to rise in adoration, and out, in 
service, because he led our fathers in 
the day of their need, because he is 
leading us now in our day; and because, 


if we keep his commandments, it will not 


only go well with us, but with our chil- 
dren after us. Oh, that we might take 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 














a TR 








JANUARY 19, 1924 


.the long view of his purposes for -us 
and our children} What plans he has 
for us! What a record of his dealings 
with his people is offered to us in the 
Bible, and indeed in our own experience 
of his love! Think for a moment of the 
Golden Text,— “Thou shalt love Jeho- 
vah thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind; and 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Is that really the way in which we are 
loving God, and our neighbor right now? 
Is there anything of which we know that 
is interfering with the love that is men- 
tioned in these wonderful words from 
God’s Word? y have we not learned 
the same lessons that God tried to teach 
Israel and which seemed so hard for 


when we hear his voice at Sinai, and 
then, “No, Lord,” when we get back 
into the everyday pressure of duties 
again? 
and faithful, and eager to find and to do 
his will. Let us pray. 





“No” LORD” 
WHICH ? 


"4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus, Thy boundless love to me.” 
“Sweeter as the years go by.” 

“Blest be the tie that binds.”. 

“Lord of all being, throned afar.” 

“How firm a Foundation.” 

“My Jesus, I love Thee.” 

“Spirit of God, descend upon my heart.” 
“Father of love, our Guide and Friend.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 








of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
Beta “Bibs Songs No. 4." published by 
Ic: \ 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Jehovah Sits Enthroned” (187 : 1-4). 
: Psalm 93 : 1-5. 

“With Praise Unending’’ (303 : 1-3). 

: Psalm 148 : 1-14. 
“How Blest the Perfect” (238 : 1-3). 


sian fi ; Psalm 119 1-7. 
“Thy Holy Way” (241 > 2-3). Ep. Neae 
Psalm 119 : 18-24. 
“My Rock of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62 : 1-12. 
“Over All God Reigns” (300 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146 : 1-10. 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Topt1c.—God telling his peo- 
ple how to live. 


_ Lesson Teaching.—God keeps his prom- 
ises. 

Review.—At the burning bush God said 
to Moses, Come, I will send you unto 
Pharaoh that you may bring forth my 
people, the Children of Israel, out of 
Egypt. Then God made two promises 
to Moses: Certainly I will be with you; 
also, ‘When you have brought the people 
out of Egypt, you; shall serve God upon 
this mountain (Exod. 3: 12). 

Last Sunday’s story told how God kept 
‘the first promise on Passover night and 
helped Moses to lead the people to the 
shore of the Red Sea. God proved that 
he was with them by the pillar of fire 
‘| and cloud and by causing the east wind 
to make a safe path through the’ sea. 
Jehovah saved Israel that day. 


Intervening.—A hard journey of nearly 








two hundred miles was before them. 
sandboard or blackboard sketch may in- 
dicate the journey.) Once when they 
needed water they were happy to camp 
near some wells and palm trees. en 
their food became scarce God provided 
quails and manna. When an enemy at- 
tacked them God saved them. After three 
months they reached the mountain of the 
burning bush, as God had promised to 
Moses. They were glad to camp near 
Mount Sinai and to worship there. 


ther they needed to learn how to live in 
God’s way. God wanted to make of Is- 
rael a great and good nation, so God 
called Moses to meet him in Mt. Sinai 
and said, Tell the scons. If you will 
obey my voice, you shall be my treasure, 
for all the earth is mine (Exod. 19:5). 





them to learn? Do we say, “Yes, Lord,” | 


Ih, may we be made teachable ™ 


entheses, refer to the headings and numbers . 


Story Material—Before they went far- 
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Lesson for February 3 : 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy .4 : 32-40 


On Mt. Sinai God. gave to Moses some 
safe rules or commandments which he 
paged them to obey, so-that they might 

ood and happy nation in the midst 
of pe og nations. These rules, on two 
tablets of stone, taught how to show love 
for God and love for others. (Draw 
simple tablets. On one side write God; 
on the other write Others.) 

Their Promised Land would be among 
nations who worshiped many gods of 


wood, brass, stone, gold, or silver. God's 
first command teaches: Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. The second 


teaches: Thou shalt not make any image 
to bow down to worship it; the third and 
fourth teach that God's name and God’s 
day should be kept holy... 

Parents come next to God, so the fifth 


commandment teaches : Honor thy father 


and thy mother. The other five teach 
how to treat other people. Thou shalt 
not steal, and Thou Phalt not bear false 
witness, or tell lies, are two of these. 
God’s commands are just as helpful to- 
day as when Moses taught them to Is- 
rael so long ago. When the people heard 
them, they said, All that Jehovah hath 
spoken will we ‘do. Although they were 
written on stone tablets, God wanted them 
to keep his commandments in their hearts 
and lives. 

You know that rules for autos.on the 
road are made for greater safety of the 
people. Just so God’s rules, or com- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories”’ 





Jsrael in School at Sinas 
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matids; are for the safety of all people. 
One of our ‘church hymns begins: 


“How gentle God’s commands, 
How kind his precepts are.” 


Peoria, IL. 
i. 
‘Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S..H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. What Israel learned at’. Sinai vs. 
present-day wisdom. 


2. What will you learn this week? 





| the ones your girls think most needed by 











F YOUR girls will open their Bibles 

at the nineteenth chapter of Leviticus 
and read attentively they will find therein 
a summing-up of what God taught Is- 
rael at Mbt. Sinai which reveals how eter- 
nal is true righteousness. With the ex- 
ception of three. passages, which have to 
do with conditions of worship and life of 
that nation and time only, this whole 're- 
view of God’s principles of righteous liv- 
ing is entirely applicable to our nation 
and day — indeed, one would think one 
were reading the most advanced findings 
of modern sociology. 

Call for the points from verses 3, 4, 9, 
and 10, II, 12, 13, 14,-15, 16, 17, and 
18, 26, and 31, 32, 33, and 34, 35, and 36; 
list them on your board and then discuss 


our nation: and time. Don’t let them miss 
the admonition to honor parents and the 
hoary head; the command for just deal- 
ing with servants; for love for the so- 
journer in our land; the warning against 
taking advantage of the afflicted; against 
dealings with them, that have "familiar 
spirits (we not long ago thought that 
warning wholly . unnecessary!) ; against 
tale-bearing; the. command t 0 ‘keep the 
Sabbath; , the | warning. ha Be: false 
weights "and measures — oh, there are.a 
dozen lessons wr up for our Amer- 
- youth in. this ,one old, old lesson 

oses gave his people thirty-five hundred 
years ago! 

Moses’ lesson? , , Tell them to took: again 
and note the fourteen-times. repeated re- 


' mighty service. 


‘pronounced from Mt. Sinai, 





minder that these, lessons are God's .wis- 
dom— the God who said.(v. 2), “Ye shall | 
be holy ; 3 for..I, Jehovah your God am} 
holy.” Is it not this, the only true foun- | 
dation for all righteousness, that our mod- | 
ern man-made sociology is in danger of | 
losing? Is it not this — the recognition of | 
God's place and right to command in all 
our ways—that gives heart and life to 
all our “good deeds” ? 

2. Offer some suitable reward to the 
girl who will memorize and recite best 
those glorious words of Moses, review- 
ing all God’s dealings with his people 4 
their release from ‘sla pobts keane 
Deuteronomy 4: 32-40. You will Ae 
know their full strength and beauty —their 
genuine fire of eloquence— until you do 
hear them appreciatively recited, by some 
fresh young voice. And what a: memory 
to keep for a lifetime! 


Home Study 


Memorizing Deuteronomy 4: 3240 is the 
best work you can do this week 


Decatur, GA. 
& 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Béginning: Two stern-looking friends. 


Discussion: What is the object of law 
in its highest sense? How did Israel 
obey the Ten Commandments? With 
what results? How do the Ten Com- 
tnandments apply to-day? Can a fellow 
keep them all? How should he think 
of them? 


Objective: A high. regard for the law. 











AY, ‘fellows, I know. two men ‘who 
have stern-looking faces. When I 
first ‘met them I was repelled. They 
proved to be the two best friends I ever 
had. My first impression was totally 
wrong. In our Bible study to-day we 





have come with the Israelites to. Mount 
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Sinai. It is the time of times to get 
acquainted with two forbidding looking, 
but very valuable friends: Their names 
are “Thou Shalt” and “Thou Shalt Not.” 

Three months before arrival at Mt. 
Sinai, the Israelites had been liberated 
from bondage. Through a miracle God 
aided them to escape across the Red 
Sta, out of the hands of Pharaoh, a cruel 
master. But this was not to give them 
over to the misguidance of their own 
wills, Such would have been to place 
them under an even worse ‘tyranny than 
Pharaoh’s. Besides, God wanted them 
for his own subjects —to‘do for him a 
i So he brought them to 
Sinai and gave them the Law, in the Ten 
Commandments. It was “Thou Shalt 
Not,” with its forbidding face, but its 
friendly safeguarding intent. 

Paul told the Galatians, “The law was 
our schoolmaster, to bring us unto 
Christ.” Fifteen hundred years after. the 
Israelites heard the “Thou Shalt Nots” 
Jesus sum- 
med them all up.in two “Thou Shalts,” 
— “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength,’ —and “Thou Shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” It was only as Is- 
rael broke away from God’s “Thou Shalt 
Nots” that they fell back again into bond- 
age, a worse bondage than Pharaoh’s, — 
the bondage of Sin. 

Now fellows, let’s strike a parallel here. 
Let’s compare your life of say sixty 
years, with the career of the Israelites — 
a period of two thousand years, from 
Abraham to Christ. At the time of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob (when they were 
named Israelites, through Jacob), they 
were in their “infancy” as a nation. Com- 
ing to Sinai they had lived and developed 
for five hundred years, or one-fourth of 
the way to maturity,— “the fulness of 
time.” As we lay your life alongside, 
one-fourth of your sixty years would 
bring you to the age of fifteen or six- 
teen years—or, say, into your “teens.” 
Well, fellows, right here perhaps is where 





the Law seems to frown upon you the 


* 4! 


hardest. Right here is your Sinai. And 
most of you think you are “up against 
it.” Yes, up against Old Sinai. And: the 
point I want you to see clearly, through 
this experience of the Israelites, is -that 
the Law was their Friend — their kindly 
Schoolmaster, with wisdom and experi- 
ence bringing them to Christ. 

Listen: I know a young fellow, just 
sixteen—a fine fellow, too. He can 
drive his Dad’s car better than his Dad 
can; and it is a great pleasure for both 
of them to go out together. But Bob 
wanted to go out with that car by him- 
self, at night—to take some of his boy 
and girl friends joy riding. His Dad 
said, “Thou Shalt Not.” There was 
Sinai. His Dad said it kindly, but all 
the same Sinai seemed to frown a wicked 
frown —a cruel, unfeeling frown. 

Bob said to himself, “I will.” And he 
did. He forgot all his father’s kindness 
and indulgence ; he saw nothing but Sinai's 
frown, and he thought only of how fine 
it would be to spin away in the moonlight, 
with the music of gla¢ chatter on the 
cushions about him in the Big Six. 

He slipped out of the garage that eve- 
ning in a perfect get-away; and just 
thirty minutes later, he and his compan- 
ions were being extricated from an awful 
looking wreck. It was God’s mercy that 
nobody was killed, though for a time it 
looked. as if at least two of the. party 
were dead. 

Six weeks in the hospital gave Bob a 
chance to study Sinai with real intelli- 
gence. His father-stopped in every day, 
sometimes twice a day. He brought him 
magazines.and fruit, and in a*-hundred 
ways showed his love and forgiveness, 
but Bob knew it the first day he had 
come to consciousness and found his 
hand gently clasped in that loving father’s 
hand; and when he had placed the other 
quietly over Bob’s lips and ,said, “Never 
mind about that, my boy, Dad knows you 
are sorry.’ 

Fellows, that’s the ‘way (only far. bet- 
ter) that God loves us, and his Sinai 
utterances are for our good. 


Greenssoro, N. C, . 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 
Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 18. February 3. The Nine Plagues. 

Golden Text.—And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall this man be a snare 

unto us? let the men go, that they may serve Jehovuh their God: 
that Egypt is destroyed ? --Exodus 10:7 


Exodus 5-10 


est thou not yet 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 

sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 

October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, may be 

had from The Sunday School Times Co., 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 3 
cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Fourth Period—Moses to Joshua 
19. Feb. 10.—The Passover ...... Exodus 11-13 
20. Feb. 17.—God’s Divine Provision of 
>Bread and Water ........... Exodus 14-19 
21. Feb. 24.—The Giving of the Law. Exodus 20 
22. Mar. 2.—The Tabernacle ..... Exodus 25-27 
23. Mar. 9.—The Priesthood and Offer- 
SRS) Sigs vcaxctues pemketnsees ap sees Exodus 28 
24. Mar. 16.—The Five Offerings ..... Lev. 1-7 
25. Mar. 23.—The Day of Atonement .Levg 16 
26. Mar. 30.—Christ in Numbefs (empha- 
sizing the Brazen Serpent, the Rock, 
Cities of Refuge) .......seceeeee Lev. 15-27 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Laage 
Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 

XODUS, which begins with a nation 

of slaves in the midst of the glories 
of Egypt, ends with-“the glory of the 
Lord” in the midst of a nation of free- 
men, A testimony, a promise, and a 
choice (Exod. 19: 3-8) divides the book 
into two almost equal parts; to the first 
part, the testimony (v. 4) is the key as 
is the choice (v. 8) to the last; the 





promise (vs. 5, 6) guarantees that which 
is yet to be (Isa. 61:6). Part one (1:1 
to. 19:2) ..tells of “Redemption”; (1) 


from cruel bondage, (2) with signs and 
wonders, (3) by the blood “of the Lord’s 
passover,” (4) and the power of God 
meeting every need until the nation is 
brought to God (19:4). Part two (19; 
9 to 40: 38) tells of a “Relationship” : 
(1) under “a fiery law” (Deut. 33:2), 
which demanded (2) the Tabernacle, and 
(3) the institution of a priesthood and 
offerings in order that God might dwell 
among the people (29: 42-46). Note the 
place of the lesson in the above. 
Historical Setting 

The enormous pride of Egypt is pic- 
tured on its monuments and in its tombs. 
Always, the king is of gigantic size and 
equal to the gods, with whom he ranks. 
Rows of enormous statues show his ex- 
altation. As the representatives of gthe 
gods, the palace is a temple and he "the 
priest. The Pharaoh of the Exodus is 
not the Plaraoh of the Oppression; the 
latter is dead (2:15; 4:19), and God, 
for his own purpose, has raised to the 
throne (9:16) a proud, stubborn, and 
vacillating man, clothed with autocratic 
power. 
Geography 

The center of things is an area little 
if any larger than Delaware; lying east 
of the Nile, Zoan its capital city, “the 
land of Goshen” south of Zoan where, 
for more effective control, Israel has been 
gathered (1:7) and is guarded. Here, 
in “the field of Zoan” (Psa. 78:43) God 
displayed “his wonders.” “Througheat 
“Lower Egypt” (a tract about equal -to 
New Jersey in size) atid along the nar- 
row ribbon for hundreds of miles to the 


| south (Upper Egypt) the plagues raged. 
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Travelers carried the tremendous news 
(9:16) “throughout all the earth.” 
How to Study this Lesson 

There afe two preliminary narratives 
and the story of the plagues: (1) Prep- 
aration (5:1 to 7:7); (2) warning (7: 
8 to 13); (3) the Nine Plagues 7:14 
to 10:29). The summary which follows 
(11: 1-10) should be considered. 


Preparation: What is Pharaoh’s insult- 
ing challenge to God? (5:2.) How does 
Moses reply, and the result? (5:3, 4.) 
What measures did the king take, the 
results to Israel, the delegation to the 
king? (5: 5-18.) What rebuke did Moses 
receive (5: 19-21), and how (see 2:12 
and Num. 12:3) did he receive it? Note 
the emphasis on “Jehovah” (6:3), and 
summarize the promise that follows. An- 
alyze verses 9 and 13. The narrative 
now focuses upon Moses and Aaron alone 
(6:14 to 7:7), both Reuben and Simeon 
being set aside, Levi the next oldest son 
is taken and of his descendants these 
two; all God’s plan now centers in them. 

Warning: -It is .a principle. that God 
never brings judgment without warning 
(Gen..6: 3; 2 Chron. ee 15, 16; -2 Peter 
3:9). The miracle of the-rod of power 
(see 4:.17; 7:12) is this: Egypt’s power, 
which the magicians and Pharaoh — 
sent, must yield to the power of 
The issue now is clearly joined; the peo- 
ple will remain passive while their re- 
demption is wrought out through the de- 
liverer ;.this also is a principle (Col. 1: 
13). This section is- plainly. the key to 
the lesson. 

The Nine Plagues: Many things show 


.that these are in three groups of three 


each.. For instance, the third, sixth, and 
ninth are sent unannounced; the first, 
fourth, and seventh are announced in the 
morning; the magicians imitate the first 
two, fail in the third, and are themselves 
smitten in the sixth. These and other 
indications cannot be accidental in such 
a book as the Bible. 

A helpful diagram may be arranged by 
placing in parallel columns under the 
name of the plagues the facts as to an- 
nouncement, circumstances, extent, the 
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Egyptians, the magicians, Pharaoh, Israel, 
and other items. 

God was executing judgment (12: 12) 
“against the gods of Egypt” as well as 
smiting the Egyptians. he Nile is a 
god, and it is turned into blood (7:17); 
their gods become their oppressors (8: 
2) or destroy their ceremonial cleanness 

: 18, 24 pis, the bull god, was smit- 
ten (9:6, 10); finally, from the heavens 
where the gods are supposed to dwell 
come plagues (9: 22-24; 10:13), the last 
hiding the face of the Sun-god. 

Pharaoh’s attempts at compromise typ- 
ify spiritual truths: (1) “Sacrifice in 
the land” (8:25), but God redeems them 
out of the land (6: 6-8); “not very far 
away” (8:28), but God will take them 
to Canaan; “go now that are men” 
(10: 8-11), but redemption is for the chil- 
dren also (Acts 16:31; 1 Cor. 7:14); 
finally, “let your flocks and your herds 
be stayed” a: 24), then comes the break 
(10: 29). Reflect that all wealth belongs, 
not to this world but to God. 

Note “as the Lord had said” (7: 13, 23; 
8:15, 19) and related statements. Fol- 
low the statements as to the hardening 
of the king’s heart and note the variety 
of statement. All this roots back in 


Exodus 3:19, 20; 7:3-5 and the 
fulfilment strengthens faith. Note how 
much bolder oses becomes as the 


work progresses. Without doubt it 
had. its effect on the people and aroused 
them from their stupor of despair (6: 
9). So should our difficulties increase 
our fajth (John 14:29), for he who fore- 
tells trials (John 15: 18-21) is he who 
spoke to Moses. 


Other Scriptures 

Psalms 78: 42-49 and 105: 26-35 give 
additional particulars about the plagues 
pote 78: 46, 49; 105: 30, 31, 33, 34). In 

evelation 8:7, 10, II, 12; 9: 3-5, 20, 21; 
16: 2-4, 10, 13, 18, 21 are instructive paral- 
lels. In 2 Timothy 3:1-9 the names of 
the leading magicians are preserved, and 
there is clear application as to the diffi- 
culties of the present day. 
Difficulties 

The extraordinary obstinacy of Pha- 
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raoh is explained by his great pride (see 
Historical Setting). Rotherham’s trans- 
lation of Exodus 9:15, 16 presents a so- 
lution of that passage: “For now might 
I have put forth my hand and smitten 
thee and thy people with pestilence and 
thou shouldst have secretly disappeared 
from the earth; but in very deed for this 
purpose have I let thee remain, for the 
purpose of shewing thee my might.” Ro- 
mans 9: 16, 17 is also-a solution; it is not 
a case of “predestinated to be damned,” 
as theologians have taught, but a fit man 
has been raised to the throne to serve 
as a display of God’s mercy and power 
for all the earth to see. 

That the plagues were miraculous, and 
not “natural phenomena” intensified is 
clear because (1) design is apparent; 
(2) they are-an orderly series; (3) they 
increase in severity; (4) a distinction is 
made between Egyptians and Israel; (5) 
the pestilence that killed the first-born 
was a pestilence with a method. . These 
five things would not occur if purely 
natural. 


Reference Literature 


“Christian Worker’s. Commentary,” ' by 
ames M:. Gray,  D.D. (Fleming 
evell Co., New York, $3); “Lectures 
on. Exodus,” by C. H.: M. (Loizeaux 
Bros., New York, $1) ; “Manual of Bible 
History,” by W. G. Blaikie, D.D. (Nel- 
son and Sons;.New York, $1.75). Arti- 
cles on Pharaoh, Egypt; Plagues, and so 
on, in “A Dictionary of the: Bible,” by 
ohn D. Davis, D.D.. (Westminster Press, 
hiladelphia, $4). f 
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For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tariton | 


T WILL. be hecessary to mdke the 

connecting story very brief. State 
clearly God’s promises to Moses. 

We have in this lesson a contest be- 
tween God and Satan. & 

Read Exodus 5:1. Pharaoh ignored 
God and refused to let the people go. He 
treated them even “more cruelly. 

Moses ‘ was: ‘the’ leader‘ and deliverer 
(Heb. 11: 23-27). Tell'6£ Aaron’s rod. 

God sent ‘ten’ judgments on Egypt, nine 
of which we study in ‘this lesson. Have 
the children memorize the ten plagues. 

1. Turning the waters. into blood. 
There was no water to drink. The fish 
died. Apply to a local river. It lasted 
seven days. : 

Pharaoh’s heart. was hardened. 

2. Frogs. Imagine frogs in houses, in 
the beds, in the flour, and things to cook; 
slimy, croaking frogs, hopping every- 
where. Oa oe: 

Pharaoh said if the Lord would take. 
the frogs away he would let the people 
go, but he hardened his heart. 

3. Lice. The dust became. lice crawl- 
ing over man. and beast. Tell of the 
misery of it. Wherever they stepped the 
lice were crawling by the millions. 

Pharaoh would not yield. 

4. Flies. Moses spoke again to Pha- 
raoh and told ‘him if he did not let the 
people he. would. send a plague of 
flies. ies carry. disease. People had 
ino screens then. Pharaoh softened a 
little. He said they might go worship the 
Lord, but must stay in the land of Egypt. 
Moses said, no. They must go three 
days’ journey in the wilderness. 

The Lord removed the flies, but Pha- 
raoh would not let the people go. 

5. Cattle ‘plague. All the cattle of 
E died. None of the cattle of the 
Israelites died. God cared for his peo- 


ple. 

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
did not let the people go. 

6. Boils and blains. This was terrible 
suffering, and so loathsome. 

_. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and ne 
would ‘not let the people go. 

7, Hail and flaming fire. The Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and fire ran along 
on the. ground. Large hailstones ' killed 
men and beasts that were in the field and 
broke down trees. Only where the chil- 
dren of ‘Istael were, was there no hail. 
:|Pharaoh said he had sinned and the 
peoplé' could go.- But when God stopped 





4 the storm he sinned more, and would not 


‘let the people go. 


‘though; he was a dinner guest that even- 1 eee 
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_ 8 Locusts, Pharaoh said he was will- 
ing for the men to go, but the women 
and children and flocks must stay behind, 
Moses said all must go. And they were 
driven out from Pharaoh's presence. 
‘Then the locusts covered the face of the 
earth and ate up every green thing in eer 
the land. 
After the Lord took away the locusts, 
Pharaoh again-hardened his heart. 


9. Darkness over Egypt for three days. 
But light was in the tents of Israel. 
Pharaoh said all the people might go, but 
they must leave their flocks and herds. 
Moses refused. 

Pharaoh was still blinded in his sin 
and sent Moses from his presence. for- 
ever. 

The plagues are a picture of God's 
udgment yet to come on the world. 
very boy and girl is a slave to sin. 
— Christ is our Deliverer (Rev. 15, 
16). 


. 


Memory Verses 
Beginners: Exodus 7: 6. 
Primary: Exodus 8:1. 
Junior, Exodus 6: 7. 
Fort Wortn, Tex. 





| Children at Home | : 








~The General and the Mouse 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


HE WAS a great and a brave gene- 
ral, and had been in many bitter 
engagements. I don’t know just how 
many, for, being a truly great man, he 
did not talk about the big thi he had 
done... Now, since the Great War was 
over, he lived again at the Fort, in the 
same beautiful old house in the officers’ 
quarters, 

_I need the word “wonderful,” too, 
when I try to tell about this house. 
There. was. such a. large, long: living: 
room, .and from it there -wound-a ‘great. 
stairway, the most coaxing. one. I. have: 
ever met, It was always saying. to me, 
“Come on up and see where I will lead. 
you.” . Its inviting. steps were such deep r 
ones that little folks had to struggle to: ; 
climb them, as the General loved to see 
them do, for he was a lover of children. ' 

Of course he was, for he was fond of 
things not half so lovely as a little child, 
He was fond of all animals. It was fre- 
quently said in his army, “If you want to | 
make the General mad” (no, the soldiers 
did not say “angry,” as they should have), ° 
“you just abuse a horse.” - It looks as if 
the stray dogs and cats- might have 
learned of this trait of the General’s, so 
many of them came to his house; but of 
them all I have never known him to turn 
-_ away unless he found a good home 

or it. 

Once upon a real time they had just a 

whole dozen of cats, and so it is not sur- 
prising that for a long time a rat or a 
mouse had not been seen about the place. 
However, one evening, as the General 
was looking over the paper, just 
waiting for dinner, he heard a tiny 
scratching- sound, and, looking about, 
he saw a poor, weak, little mouse trying 
to climb the stairs. The deep steps and 
the polished surface made the undertak- 
ing a big one for such a traveler. Leap 
after leap the thin little creature made 
before he could gain one step. : : 

Some one else heard the scratching too. - 
Sukey Blueskin heard, and she bounded 
for the stairs; but the General bounded 
too, and he ony a that great giantess of 
a Maltese cat before could disturb 
the poor mouse. “No, you don’t, Sukey,” 
he told her. aa ou have a gece home and 1 
good eats, you just give that mouse ‘ 
a square deal.” ‘And he held the cat until 
the mouse had climbed the long stair and 
disappeared through a hole that nobody 
took the pains to search out. : : 

No, I was not at the General’s house 
when it happened. Tommy Tucker was, 


ing,’ and Tommy told me, and we both 
are wondering if it is not true that the 
bravest men are the tenderest men. 
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Lesson for February 3 
Exodus 19:1 to 24:8; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 4 : 32-46 
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" Do you think that you can have one kind | 
4;of a day-dream life, filling your life with 
thoughts of a demoralizing character, and 
prevent the rust of soul from eating through 
to your moral will? 


Have you thoughts which you don’t want 
to share with Christ? 
What would you do if your thought life 


a Young People’s sore tala. i th d 
Prayer-Meeting Pentcatont, Ny. the world? 
. By H. McAllister Griffiths © # 


Why Doctors Warn 
_ Against Coffee or 
Tea for Children 


HE reason is simple. Coffee and tea contain 














It tells how you~ 
may secure an in- 
come that cannot 
shrink; how you 
may execute 
your own will; 
how you may 
create atrust 








How and 
Matt, § : 1-12; 11.: 


February 10.In His Steps. Il. 
What Jesus Taught. 
$i 13° 3. 

February 17. What Is Sin? -How Does It 
Affect Character? 1 John 3:4; Rom. 





3: 9-20, ls, 
February 24. One Half the World Lacks the 











° Gospel: What Shall We do about It? 
fund; how you: may give Matt. 9: 35-38. 
generously. withouthar ip. March 2 In His Steps. II. What Jesus 


Said about Happitess. Matt. 5 : 1-12; 
John 15:11. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, February 3 
One Hundred Percent for Christ and 


It describes the annuity bond, a safe, 
| convenient, and productive invest- 
ment which promotes afundamental 
Christian enterprise. Endorsed by 





ail denominations. ° the Church (Rom. 12 : 1-13; John = ss ; 
Write for Booklet 16 9:4). (Christian,Endeavor Day. drugs which tend to irritate the delicate 






AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY Decision Day) 


‘Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


nervous system of children, and so upset health. 








’ prome Mon.—All for Christ (Luke’9 : 57°63). The Federal Bureau of Education includes 
<< Tues.—For Christ’s Church (Acts 20: es 1] h 4 
PS eins aks Cc 4 in its rules to promote health among growing 
.—For the lost (1 Cor. 9°: 19-23). P i ‘ 
~ THIC Thurs.—For the weak (Rom. 15 : 1-6). school children, the warning that “children 
: Fri.—For every good work (2 Thess: 2: ] uld j ° | tea or flee at all.” 








is holding this new book for you! 
¢ . , SEND: FOR IT m 
\ The Globe Wernicke Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 


19-17). 3; 
Sat.—For a prayerful life (Dan. 6: 1-11). \ 










Why confine the warning to children? 
You are careful to protect the health of your 


What can we as individuals do for Christ? 
Why should our loyalty be one hundred 




















Please send me, without charge, your book —“Unusual percent? ; i 
, " Decorative Bifecrs for Boghesses which ts itussemved How can we show our absolute consecra- children; why, then, take chances with your own 
Sr ygaseerage REE Z| tent? | health, when a change from coffee or tea is made 
Name A TRANGE lethargy is always seek- 60 by P. 
Address ; ng’ to control ne Christian. life. eas] by Postum. 
Town or City Scare. n-great moments upon the mountain tops ; ve 
il Bist ‘J | of vision we see life, eternity, duty, and Postum is a delicious, pure cereal beverage— 





A Postcard = 


Torrey’s Famous Vest-Pocket Hetpe 


GIST OF LESSONS 1924 FREE 


OT DOWN the names (0n a postcard will do) of 2 or 
more Sunday School teachers or Bible class scholars 
of your acquaintance, and aye wi 
troductory copy of tere s Gist of the (Interna- 
tional). Lessons i924. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Aveuue, NEW YORK 


Shave With - 
Cuticura Soap 


The New Way 
Without Mug © | 


Gye Sunday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, January 19, 1924 


i send you an in- 


























Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers. in the United States and 

s Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai,” China. These rates include 
postage. ; 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either 

Ae . to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. _ ; 
One copy, or any number of 

$2.00 copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every’ten paid for in a club. | z 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sént to/- 


any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
3631 Walnut Street, Phijadelphia, Pa. 





| God in clear perspective and proper. pro- 


portion. Then, when the moments have 
become specks upon the horizon of mem- 
ory, when the tasks of the days after 
seem filling the mind, the. memory of the 
vision is blurred. - In stich times we are 
tempted to think heavily, “Well, we can- 
not remain upon the mountaintop of. vis- 
ion alway.” _ No,. we.cannot, it is true. 
But in those. moments of vision, in an 
inspirational meeting perhaps, or in the 
night alone with God and his. stars, .we 
have seen things as.they are. Whether 
we go again to the mountain of vision, 
yet the view from its summit is still 
the same, still unaltered: So that our 


| knowledge of what ‘wé ought to be and 


do-is not dependent upon an every-mo- 
ment comprehension of the best, but upon 
the fact of the :best,.as we remember 


ideal fr children and satisfying to adults. 


Postum 


for Health 


**There’s a Reason’”’ 


having seer: it, once for all. Nothing two : Instant Postum 
can rob us of that: clear; far’ vision, {in tins} prepared instantly in 


though the tired mind may not always be 
able to reproduce it. 
a 

What, then, does this mean? It means 
that the “strain of ‘the day,” petty dust 
which chokes the soul,’ is the insidious 
thing which keeps us from being all that 
we ought to be. Even: when we are not 
harboring conscious sin} this wearing pro- 
cess makes our souls susceptible to sin, 
and weakens them when the hours of 
testing come. It-turns us from our 
noblest ‘aspirations, to make us satisfied 
with the husks of self-congratulation. 


And the remedy? The keeping Christ. 
“Bringing: every thought,” ‘wrote the 
great apostle; “into the captivity of 
Christ.” If he shares our thoughts, they 
must needs be pure. If he scrutinizes 
them, they cannot be corrupt. . Resoive at 


the beginning of the day to’ bring -every: 


thought into the captivity of Christ::: En- 
trust the whole 
to-yourself so often that you have ‘it-ring- 
ing in your soul with. ceaseless reverbera- 
tion, “Every thought, every thought, into 
the Captivity of Christ.”” As: you .bring 
them to him in this act of.faith, he will 
not refuse the lordship of your; mind. 
Not. only. will your thoughts be in: his 
captivity, but they, will be great thoughts, 
high: thoughts, thoughts that ‘impel voli- 
tions of equal loftiness. to 
heart, the thinking-life of .a man, come 
the issues of life. .We can only act one 
hundred percent if. we are one hundred 
percent, and we can never be that until 
Christ has .complete. command over our 
ever surrendered wills. 


day to him. And say: 


For out of the, 
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Studies in the- Deity: of Christ 


What is Meant by It. 


Why Reason Requires It. 


25c, postpaid 


Obstacles to Believing It. What God’s Word Says About It. 


THE DEITY OF CHRIST 


According to the Gospel of John. 
St By S. W. Prart, D.D. 


chteful ae os of the Gospel of John, taking up from every angle its witness to Christ as very 


A 
Gad and very 


THE 


an. 26 chapters, giving an overwhelming argument to the deity of Christ. 
vi $1, postpaid. 


- SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO.; 1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 














- PULPITS 
Chaits, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23, s"* Ficce- 











“Evolution and the Supernatural,” by 
Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, showing the’. 
effects of the acceptance of the evolution 
theory on Christian faith and life, may 
be had from The Sunday School Times 


Comfany at only 25 cents. 
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PELOUBET’S 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








By AMOS R. WELLS. Litt. D., LL.D 
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FOR SALE AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


FREE satvarion 


are James H. McConkey’s four latest messages, 
namely : 














** Guidance” 

* The Nutshell of Pro: hecy”’ 
Ministry of Suffering” 

“If We ietty oe (Gospel) 


Abcolutely free to any one interested enough 
to address the publishers. 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S., 1013 Bessemer Building, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 















FOR QUICK 
RELIEF FROM COUGHS 
You need Brown's Bronchial Troches. 
‘A. real REMEDY—not a candy. For 
more than 70 years they have given prompt 
relief to many thousands. A trial will sur- 
prise you how quickly they will relieve your 
Jcough all throat irritation. At druggists. 
JOHN I. BROWN & row BOSTON, MASS. 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 


Sovietism versus Sinai 


OVIETISM has no use for either 
Sinai or Calvary, but it does have 
use for Sunday—as a day convenient 
for the propaganda of Proletarian doc- 
trines. t us not forget that even in 
Great Britain and America there are 
Soviet “Sunday-schools” insidiously poi- 
soning the minds of the young with anti- 
Christian teachings. One of the founders 
of these schools declares that “Christ 
on the Cross dying for sinners is so 
ridiculous that one despairs at the hold 
this superstition has got on the mind of 
the working classes.” Here are some 
sentences from the Proletarian Cate- 
chism: “Question: What do we mean by 
God? Answer: God is that power which 
man in his ignorance has called Super- 
natural. Question: Was not Jesus the 
Son of God? Answer: There is no God, 
so he could not be his Son. Question: 
Is religion of any value to the working 
man? Answer: Religion is opium, and 
to-day is used as such. Religion is but 
the reflection of the working man, and 
we make our God to suit our epoch.” 
Trotsky says that “Religion is a poison. 
. . . The education of the young is for 
us a matter of.life and death.” .We 
live in troublous times. ‘But what will 
it be in another generation if America 
continues permitting over twenty million 
of her young people to grow up without 
any religious instruction whatever? 
Ought we not to pray —to pray daily — 
for a mighty awakening? 
January 28 to February 3 
Mon.—Deuteronomy 4: 32-40. 

What Israel Learned at Sinai. 
Hundreds of nations have existed since’ 
the beginning of time, but “the purpose’ 
of God according to election” (Rom. 9:' 
11) extended to but one; and yet ony | 
nation which is so disposed may choose 


tion” of some, the freedom of all? What 


does God’s Word teach? 


Association, the American Bible 
Fri—Exodus ‘23 : 1-17, 


Jehovah as its God. Does the same prin- 
ciple hold as to individuals, —the “elec- |: 


tian, but in their relation to both God 


and are: fulfilled in and through 
Christ {Christ in us) by the law: of love. 
All Christians in standing are under 


grace, but some-in. state.are under law. 
When: Christ fills the heart, he keeps the 
law, and we are ‘delivered: from bondage. 


Praver SuGcEsTIONS: Pray (and also 


ings on the International Unif Sunday praise God) for the Bible Success Band, 
| Lessons, issued by the Iaternational 
Sadhew Hoheel Lausen Commins. the Pocket Testament League, the Scrip- 


ture Gift Mission, the School Bag Gos- 
pel League, the Bible Institute Colportage 
ociety. 
Sabbaths and Feasts. 
The wisdom and love of heaven are 
clearly evidenced in these admonitions 
(vs. 1 to 9). The acceptance of personal 
gifts (v. 8), by those in places of moral 
or spiritual responsibility, from persons 
whose motives were not of the purest, 
has robbed many a man of his God-given 
message. -Beware! God is not a pauper, 
that he is not able to reward. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Russia. 
“The reports are encouraging. Not only 
poorly educated Russians are accepting 
Christ, but also professors, doctors, for- 
mer army officers, and others of influ- 
ence.” (From a letter fromthe Russian 
Missionary Society, 1844 West Monroe 
Street, Chicago.) 
Sat.—Exodus 23 : 20-31. - 

j Jehovah’s Covenant at Sinai. 

If, “under law,” God’s promises were 
so gracious and so beundless, are they 
zany less so under grace? Does he not 
eagerly, as it were, place all the resources 
of heaven at the disposal of those who 
have paid the last ‘farthing of, the price 
— all of self? Fewpay the price in full. 
(See Romans 12:)1, 2.) 








(Lesson for February 3) JANUARY 19, 1924 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for a 
mighty revival throughout Methodism. 
John Wesley spent two hours daily in 
prayer, ‘often more. He began at 4 
A. M. One who knew him well said: 
“He thought prayer to be more HIS BUSI- 
NESS THAN ANYTHING ELSE.” And THIS 
was the secret of Methodism’s early spir- 
itual triumphs. 


Sun.—Psalm 95:1-7. Praise to Jehovah. 


But it is not alone to “pay all the 
price,” but to receive all the fulness of 
God in Christ. Then we, too, will break 
forth in praise to Jehovah. . Thanks- 
giving for what he has done and adora- 
tion for what he is, will characterize our 
worship. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS : Remember Pres- 
ident Coolidge in prayer. It was just six 
months ago this morning that he took 
over the reins of government. Pray also 
for all who are m authority, especially 
officers charged with the enforcement 
of law. Pray for to-day’s services 
in all evangelical churches and missions, 





FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING ~ 


THE ILLUSTRATOR #2:° | 


Year 
is a monthly lesson magazine that 
makes teaching easy. 1 the help 
necessary for teaching each lesson a¢ 


the cost of a postage stamp! 


Don’t miss it! Maricn Lawrance says: 
no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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In ordering foods, or in making. inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in t Paper, - 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 

the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday Schoo! Times.’ 
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Come, Let's Sing 








RODEHEAVER'S 





Prayer Succestions: Pray for all} 
to-day’s ministerial union meetings, all | 
Monday prayer gatherings, all local’ 
church and Sunday-school board sessions, 
all denominational conferences, all C hris-. 
tian workers’ conventions. Pray for those 


personal Saviour. 
Tues.—Exodus 19 : 16-25. 


19) ; answered Moses definitely, “by a 
voice”; answers us definitely, by the in- 
ward voice of assurance, and by the out- 
ward voice of providence. “The Lord 
came down ... and Moses went up” 
(vw 20). Man’s meeting-place with God 


heavenly levels. 


PrayER SuaGcestions: Pray for all 
tian experience, Bible stud 
week prayer services, Scriptural holiness 
conventions, revi' campaigns, Victori- 
ous Life meetings, and missionary con- 
ferences. 

Wed.—Exodus 20: 1-11. The Commandments, 

Showing our Relation to God. 

Not, “God gave this law,” nor yet, 
“God spake these words,” but “God spake 
all... these... words” (v. 1). What 
is this but verbal inspiration? Hundreds 
of times the Bible makes similar claims. 
To doubt its verbal inspiration is. to 
doubt its full historicity and authority. 

Prayer SvucGcestions: Pray for the 
preaching and teaching of sound doctrine 
in all evangelical churches, and for every 
day lives in harmony with such teaching. 
Pray for a deeper love in all Christians, 
Thurs.—Exodus 20 : 12-21. The Commandments, 

Showing our Relation to Others. 

The Ten Commandments have never 





. Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


who, yesterday, accepted Christ as their | 


Moses Meets God in the Mount. | 
“Moses spake, and God answered” (v. | 


is not on the lower levels, but in the 


gatherings for the deepening of Chris- 
classes, mid- | 


been annuiled, not even for the Chris-1' 


$25 per 100, Manila. 


. prove ‘its merit. 


218 S. Wabash Avenue, 
CHICAGO 





An examination copy sent free will 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


Book Department, No. 301 


Send for our elaborately illustrated 
catalogue of Rodeheaver publications 


GOSPEL SONGS 


iF tas Campiled and edited by 


HOMER A. RODEHEAVER and CHARLES H. GABRIEL 


329 songs, the best old and newchurch music. 
Every one tried and proved popular and sing- 
able,‘by thousands of people. Most reasonably 
priced. $40 per 100, cloth; $30 per 100, limp; 


Ask for it today. 


814 Walnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA 


























Some Facts About Taylor University 








It serves all. denominations. 


| 
| best approved standards. 
| 


| 
| For particulars, address 





It is singular among schools of higher learning in that it holds the 
historic attitude of Methodism toward the Bible. 


‘It serves the old-fashioned parents who do not want their sons to return 
from college smoking a pipe and their daughters dancing. 


It promotes the experiences of grace without boring any one, maintains 
a revival tide, and draws the choicest youth from many states. 


It belongs to the Association of American Colleges and strives for the 


It needs just.now some of the Lord’s stewards who are moved to help 
build two needed dormitories, a library building, and a gymnasium, 


JOHN PAUL, President, Upland, Indiana 














